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T HE moment Miſs Thornby 
found herfelf alone in her 
own apartment, ſhe began to re- 
view the paſſed day. 

It was certainly a kind of pro- 
vidence, that threw that gentleman 
in my way, to reveal to my limited 
underſtanding the moſt uſeful of 
truths. That Bampfield is a ſtranger 
Vol. II. A 2 to 
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to the love he deſcribed is incon- 
teſtibly evident. 


Has he not 
played off a couple of mean en- 
vines, in order the more effectually 
to impoſe on my ſenſes? — Have 
they not ſet wrong inſtead of right 
before me? — And have I not been 
ſeduced into an unworthy and 
blameable connection? — My aunt 
and uncle, to whom I am indehted 
for my proviſion and protection, 
have I not flown in their faces ? 
Careſſed and countenanced their 
greateſt enemies, and would intro- 
duce a man into their family that, 
in all probability, deſpiſes every 
member of it? — I will imme- 
diately diſcloſe the whole affair to 
| them, 
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them, - invite their utmoſt con- 
demnation, as the only atonement 
in my power, and the houſe ſhall 
at once be cleared of all my ill- 
adviſers. — Yet ſurely Mr. Bamp- 
field loves me, though not with 
either the purity or generoſity the 
gentleman mentioned; — and per- 
haps his deſcription cannot be e- 
qualled by any thing in nature: 
we talk of inany articles we have 
but little acquaintance with; and 
what is noble and great in theory, 
may be infinitely inferior in practice. 
Ben is a cunning, but a very good- 
natured fellow; his mind has been 
as little cultivated as my o-,ẽ]n; — 
he has a regard for Bampfield, and 
A 3 poſſibly 


6 Tues NIECE; Os, Tas 


poſſibly thinks I cannot do better 
than marrying him. And after all, 
what have I to expect ? five hundred 
pounds is but a ſmall ſum if unim- 
proved. — Bampfield underſtands | 
trade, and I ſhould not beftow it 
toa diſadvantage ;—men of fortune 
are not every day to be met with; — 
and it is fifty to one if I was to 
liſten to this ſtranger, my ears might 
be equally, though more delicately, 
abuſed, as by thoſe I have hitherto 
dealt with. — I diſlike Betty the 
moſt; — it is ſo ſhocking for one 
female to miſlead another, eſpecially 
when youth and inexperience alone 
favour the deception. — And I will 
ſo far avail myſelf of the lights or 


admo- 
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admonitions I have this day received, 
as to be vigilant on my own Part, 
and ee on theirs. 


- . * 
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Iiss Thornby was diſpatched 
the next ly don to 


Hackiey 9219 $111 ee 
>itirarls \ BETTY. 


We ſhall fee Mr. Bampficld e 
out doubt in the evening: poor 
ſoul, as Ben;ſays, I warrant he has 

thought the time long. 
Bampfield accordingly. came at 
the uſyal hour. H 18 love ſeemed 
to be abundantly increaſed by ab- 
9a 4 ſence; 


8 Tine NIECE; Os, Tus 


ſence 3 — never was creature half 
ſo fair as Miſs Thornby, or fa 
miſerable as himſelf in being de- 
prived of her ſweet ſociety. 

© BAMPFIELD. 

I ſuppoſe, Madam, (with a moſt 
artful turned aſpect) my behaviour 
ſtrongly on 
your mind 3: but the cauſe -once 
removed, the effect would of con- 
ſequence ceaſe; the apprehenſion 
of loſing you cannot be ploy 
ſuſtained. 4 850 ee 

 Mrss SS: £40! 

| Rally, Mer. Bawpficld, YN 
whole conduct is to me unintelli- 
gible. What opinion muſt you 
have of my principles, if you can 
doubt 
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doubt me after what has paſſed ? 
As fond as you fay I am of forms, 
I am far from thinking (Betty 
thought proper at this juncture to 
go out of the room) any engage- 
ment can be more binding than the 
ſolemn one we have entered into. 
. Are we not, in the ſight of 
Heaven, abſolutely man and wife? 
BAMPFIELD. 
Moſt unqueſtionably ; yet I ſup- 
poſe you are ſo great a ſlave to that 
tyrant cuſtom, as to conceive it ne- 
ceſſary to meet at church to confirm 
our union ? 
Miss THORNBY. 
What we have hitherto done, Mr. 
Bampfield, reſpects merely ourſelves; 
A 5 We 
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we may certainly diſpoſe of our 

hearts, without the public ſanc- 

tion, though we cannot - 
BAMPFIELD. 

— Juſt as I expected, (dealing 

ſtill in contradictions) — if we are 


united, we are united; and there 


is an end of the matter. 


Miss THORNBY. 
That the matter lies within a very 


narrow compaſs, I readily acknow- 
ledge. I have taken every ſtep in 
my power to ſatisfy your doubts,.— 
and was my fortune leſs contracted 
or uncertain, I might not perhaps 
heſitate to give you the ſtrongeſt 
proofs ; — but as we are circum- 
ſtanced, we have nothing for it, 


Hiſtory of SUKE Y THORNBY. xt 


but diligently to conceal our inter- 
courſe, until ſome favourable oppor- 
ta occurs —— 


BAMPFPIELD. 
—To Na, me of you for ever. 


Dont I know you are intended for 
that inſinuating young fellow, Hinch- 
1abrooke? Is it not evident he marks 
you down for his own ? — And ſhall 
I tamely_ look on? —— No, Miſs 
Thornby, if you ever forſake me, 


I will have ample reven ge. 
Miss THORNBY. 8 
There is a violence in your diſpo- 


ſition, Mr. Bampfield, that terrifies 
me. — Why all theſe needleſs, theſe 
in, timed menaces ? — Have 1 yet 
betrayed the remoteſt wiſh to break 


with. you ? 
AG BAM. 
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BAMP FIELD. 
1 never would ſurvive the horrid 


moment. —— Can you, not, Miſs 
Thornby, tolerate the frenzy you 
excite ? — I conſider you as my 
only good; therefore, ſo long as 
there is a probability, nay a poſſi - 
bility of loſing you, I ſhall be ſub- 
7 to theſe turbulent fits. 


Miss THORNBY. 
Is this the friendſhip, this the fe- 


licity, Mr. Bampficld, F promiſed 
myſelf in the union of 'our hearts ? 
Is there a calamity I would not 
ſuffer to L rc your peace? — 
My affsction would diſplay itſelf, if 
"0 had the l in a thouſand 
tender offices, the the natural, the 
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proper produce of love ; — not in 
interrupting the happineſs. you could. 
otherwiſe enjoy. 
 BAMPFIELD. 
Remember the aſſembly, Miſs 
Thornby, and then tell me if I have 
not reaſon for my fears? — It is 
true a ſolemn promiſe ſubſiſts be- 
tween us; but what would that 
avail me? Your uncle's authority 
might diſſol ve it an inſtant, and you 
be abundantly reconciled by his ar- 
guments and a new lover's perſua- 
fions, to your broken faith. 
_  Mrss THORNBY. | 
You muſt be conſcious of the in- 
ſtability of your own nature, Mr. 
Bampfield, or theſe ſuſpicions would 
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be ſtrangers to your breaſt. Perjury 
is a crune of too deep a dye to be 
obliterated by either the moſt ſooth- 
ing or ſubtle language ; depend upon 
it, in ſuch a cauſe, I ſhould be found 
a very heroine. But do not, Sir, 
require fuch repeated facrifices to 
your vanity ; you well know my 
ſentiments, and that known, ought 
to content you. It is inconſiſtent 
with the female character to profeſs 
alk I feel. Have I not already 
tranſgreſſed all thoſe bounds of de- 
corum I muſt ever revere ? And 
do you ſtill require greater con- 
ceſſions ? — O Bampfield ! had not 
my own | fimplicity, and Bettys 
artifice, furpriſed me into an un- 

happy 
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happy acknowledgment of my re- 
gard for you, I ſhould never have 
advanced the lengths I have done, 
nor would you have thought of 
ſoliciting me. 

BAMPFIELD. 

I am indeed convinced of your 
regard for me, by the coldneſs of 
your preſent behaviour; — believe 
me, Miſs Thornby, you impoſe 
upon yourſelf when you fancy you 
love the miſerable Bampfield :— is 
any thing withheld from thoſe we 
love ? — can we enjoy too much 
of their company ? — can we make 
them too many conceſſions ? — but 
I ſee plainly what I have to ex- 
pect; poor and limited in my 

proſpects, 
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proſpects, I ſhall be kept at bay 
until Hinchinbrook's return; — 
when he will addreſs you with 


that confidence, equality commu- 
nicates, whilſt I, though poſſeſſed 
of a double portion of affection, 
am rejected and deſpiſed for want- 
ing his advantages. 

8 Miss THORN BV. 

Have you then, Mr. Bampfield, 
ſo ſoon forgot thoſe genuine, thoſe 
involuntary proofs you received of 
my attachment ? — had my eyes 
been leſs rebellious, you had been 
leſs troubleſome. — I have hitherto 


granted all you have aſked, received 


your private viſits, permitted Betty, 
though contrary both to my incli- 
nations 


\ 
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nations and reſolutions, to retire; — 
yielded to your importunity of giv- 
ing you my hand before Ben, con- 
firmed by ſuch a proteſtation, that 
I even ſhudder at the recollection 


lay, no reſtraint on you in point 
of time for leaving me, and now 


that it is one o'clock in the morn- 
ing, would continue to chat with 


you if you was in any degree ſatis- 
ſied; — but fince I find | it an- 
ſwers ſo little purpoſe, T will quit 
you abruptly. I could almoſt en vy 
Betty her peaceful ſlumbers, nor 
Will. I hereafter depri ve myſelf — ' 
BAMPFIELD-.. 7 $1 On 

Let us once ſleep together, 
(chſpi ping his arms ſuddenly around 


ber) 


1 
— — — — — OO —— z — — - 
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her) and all my fears will-inſtantly 
ſubſide : — it is the cruel ſepara- 
tion that ſucceeds the happineſs of 


our mectings, that renders cen ſo 


diſturbed. 0 
Miss TH O R N B V. 


Then, Sir, may your diſturbance 
ever remain: — let me go this mo- 
ment, or I will alarm the houſe : 
ſurely, Mr. Bampfield, I did not 
merit this treatment. The confi- 
dence. I have repoſed in yeur ho- 
nour;': ſo far from encouraging you 
to inſult me, ought to have inſpired 
you with the utmoſt gratitude; 
but you are apparently a wretbh, 
and I a wretched being. 


| BAMPFIELD«! 3.) 
Upon my word, Miſs. Thornby, 


_ with 


| 
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(with the utmoſt compoſure of 
countenance) you deal in ambigui- 
ties far above my comprehenſion: — 
have you not engaged to be my 
wife D and do you expect the ſame 
forms to ſubſiſt between us then, 
that we now moſt duly obſerve ; — 
would not your apartment be my 
apartment? — Indeed, my lovely 
girl, your apprehenſions are too 
much alive. I would not wound 
either your reputation or repoſe, if 
you was even conſenting to it ; judge 
then how foreign every ſach pro- 
poſal muſt be to my heart. But you 
certainly have imbibed the groſs idea 
from Betty; — your on innocence 
could never ſuggeſt it. 
Misa 
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Miss THORNBY. 

We will part, however, Mr. 
Bampfield, for this night ;z — the 
ſeverity of your obſervation is almoſt 
as intolerable as your behaviour; — 
and I could wiſh I had never ſeen 
your face. | 

Bampfield, falling on his knees, 
poured forth a rhapſody of peni- 
tential nonſenſe, and kiſſing Miſs 

'Thornby's hand, proteſted he would 
neyer riſe until ſhe had forgiven him. 

Miss THORNBY- 
It is I, Sir, as you have managed 
it, that ought to aſk forgiveneſs for 
my miſapprehenſion of your con- 
duct; — but I was ftrangely a- 
larmed ;— the hour ſo unſeaſonable, 
1 
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our privacy ſo unneceſſary; — for 


Betty is too well acquainted with 


our connexion, not to be witneſs to 


our converſation, nor ſhall I ever 


be happy for the future, unleſs ſhe 
is preſent; for really, Mr. Bamp- 
field, the liberty you took with me 
was ſufficient to ſtartle a more cou- 
rageous perſon than myſelf. 
00 
BAMPFIELD. 
Perverſeneſs and pride, Ben, (in 
their next converſation) are the 
beſt guardians of that thing called 
virtue. I made a kind of diſtant 


attempt on my pretty novice laſt 
:ight ; — but it did fo ſhrink, and 


vas ſo confounded, that in order 


to 
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to obtain an accommodation, and 
pave the way. for a more effectual 
attack, I was obliged to affect the 


utmoſt ſanctity; to fit up to ſo late 


an hour with a man, and yet be ſo 
much on her guard —— 


r 

It is indeed ſomewhat ſtrange, 
Sir, for when a damſel is ripe for 
midnight viſits, it is always conſi- 
dered as indirect invitations — What 
can a man and woman have to 
diſcourſe on, for ſo many idle hours? 
and idleneſs ever was, and ever will 


be the parent of vice: — I wonder 


this never occurs to your really well- 
meaning girls. | 
15  BAMP- 
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BAMPFIELD. 

Miſs Thoraby is ſo perſectly 
harmleſs and innocent in her own 
intentions, that ſhe is left to the laſt 
degree expoſed, if it was not for an 
unaccountable delicacy : — it muſt 
be inſtinct, Ben, for your Betty 
has it not to communicate; I am 
therefore convinced that all girls 
are not naturally depraved. But ſhe 
muſt deſcend to human frailty or 
our ſchemes will prove abortive. 

teren x. 

O never fear, Mr. Bampfield, 


opportunity and importunity, as the 


ſay ing is, would ruin a veſtal. You 
muſt proceed by flow gradations, 
vitiate her taſte, undermine her 


prin- 


23 
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NO and my life for it the i is 
your own. 


BAMP FIELD. 
The means, Ben, the means? 
BEN. | | 
Why, look you, Mr. Bamp- 
field, both ways and means muſt 
be attended to. Furniſh her with 
books, decent ones at firſt; then 
ſuch as will anſwer your. purpoſe. 
If ſhe refuſes to read them, indeed, 
Ion your caſe is deſperate; but if 
once ſhe can find amuſement in un- 
chaſte authors, ſhe will not long be 
averſe to whatever you may chuſe 
to propoſe. But perhaps ſhe may 
be ſhy of letting you diſcover her 
private inclination; therefore it will 
be 
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be adviſeable to leave her and Betty 
to their own. inventions, and you 
will ſoon know what you have 
to truſt to. I am acquainted with 
a young fellow who is now upon 
very happy terms with a moſt de- 
cent appearing girl, and he has aſ- 
ſured me he ſhould never have 
thought of offering the leaſt im- 
propriety to her, if he had not diſ- 
covered that ſhe read ſuch books 
as were improper for a modeſt wo- 
man to peruſe. 

— — 

CHAP. XI. 

188 Thornby's heart was 

greatly oppreſſed by the idea 
of having been not only inſulted, but 
Vol. II. B impoſed 


— er ee ————ͤ —— -. 
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impoſed upon. — It is too plain, 


he is a villain, and only means to 


enſnare my ' innocence. — Now is 


muy aunt'and uncle's cauſe moſt ſe. 


verely revenged! I went to that 
fatal afſembly, exulting in the de- 
ception I was practiſing on their 
unſuſpicious hearts — (ſo true is 
the obſervation, that we are ge- 
nerally dupes to our own artifice) 
and whilſt I thought I was only 


amuſing my imagination, my heed- 


leſs feet were ſuddenly entrapt. 
Why had I not ſuch a friend to 
adviſe me at that period, as I have 


fince met with ? — he would have 
awakened me in due time from the 


dangerous deluſion, and, taught me 
to 


to diſtinguiſh between the purity 


of love, and every groſſer inclina- 


tion; — he has indeed deli lixeted 
me in a great degree; ; — but his 


power does not extend to the diſ- 
ſolution of that hateful engage= 
ment.,—Is not the vow regiſtered 
above? and what human hand can 
eraſe 1b? No] Bampfield is, and 
with all his errors and imperfec- 
tions, muſt be my huſband. 

Miſs Thornby's mind was for 


ever recuring to theſe diſagreeable 


reflections: and finding her ſpirits 
particularly depreſſed, one morning 


ſhe took a walk in the garden in 


queſt of diſſipation. — No being 


B 2 myſelf; 5 _ 
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in the creation, appears fo loſt as 


— —-— — —ͤ—ę— — 


2 Tus NIECE; Ox, rar 


myſelf: — birds and beaſts con- 
ſort with their ſpecies, and every 
rank of individuals have their friend- 
ſhip and acquaintance z — but for 
me no friend, no acquaintance 
18 found, but ſuch as are unſuitable 
to my diſpoſition, or pernicious to 
my peace. | 


At this inſtant ſhe heard a vio- 
tent ruſtling of filks ; — but how 
was ſhe ſurpriſed, when ſhe per- 
ceived, between the eſpaliers, Miſs 
Corbet, and the ſtrange gentleman 
approaching. Aſtoniſhment, plea- 
ſure, and the bluſh of innocent 


confuſion, at once overſpread her 
. countenance, 


YOUNG 
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YOUNG GENTLEMAN. 
We have been very abrupt, 


madam, (bowing gracefully) but 

Miſs Corbet, by having the regu- 

lation of my conduct, muſt be an- 

ſwerable for the improprieties of it. 
Miss CORBET. 

What would I not give, that my 
face was capable of the pretty ſoft 
ſurpriſe that is now fo viſible in 
the features of my friend ? but we 
girls that know life, inſenſibly loſe 
the greateſt charm in the female 
character, a well-timed heighten- 
ing of the complection. I will 
be hanged now, Forbes, (for that 
was the name of the young gen- 
tleman) if Miſs Thornby's baſh- 

| B 3 tulneſs 
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fulneſs has not ſecured your heart 
in a greater degree, in one poor 
moment, than all my vivacity dur- 
ing our whole acquaintance. 
Mz. FORBES. 

I am not obliged to inform you, 
madam „of either the one or the 
other. But dont you think we 


ought to account for our unexpected 


urriral at Hackney ? 
| Miss CORBET: 


O aye, (with the moſt childiſh 
levity) you muſt know then, my 
dear Miſs Thornby, that this gen- 
tleman, whoſe name is Forbes, hap- 
pens to be both a very whimſical 
and bold mortal. Captivated, In. 
aſſure you, with one of us the other 
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morning; (for he has not yet ac- 
knowledged which) he ſlyly traced 
us home; waited on me the very 
next day, and every day fince, I 
think; and preſſed me to bring 
him to ſee you; that I, who am 
naturally good -natured, was unable 
to refuſe; but we could not, for 
ſome time, agree about the means. I 
would come to Hackney in the firſt 
inſtance, he would call and aſk your 
uncle and aunt leave; — I itro- 
duced him as a particular friend of 
mine, and they received him very 
graciouſly, I then lamented we 
could not have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you and Miſs Polly : — Mr, Forbes 
obſerved it was a ſweet day for the 
B 4 country; 
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country ; — I a ſecond time ex- 
preſſed my mortification at not 
meeting with my little favourite; 
for that you know was the only me- 
thod of creeping into their hearts ;— 
and in ſhort, the old people were at 
laſt drawn in to ſend us down here, 
that Mr. Forbes, as well as myſelf, 
might behold and admire the lumpy 
idol of their affections. 
Miss THORNBY. . 
You are now fatirical, Madam, 
at the expence of your boaſted good- 
nature : Polly certainly is not a gen- 
teel, but ſhe is à very engaging 
child, and every defect of her per- 
ſon is more than compenſated by a 
well turned diſpoſition, 
Miss 
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Miss CORB ET. 
You are charitable above meaſure, 


my dear; for as 1. told you, Mr. 
F orbes, the little creature was born 
as one out of due time; and deprived 
Miſs Thornby of every proſpect of 


being one of the firſt fortunes in the 
city. 


Miss THORNBY.. 


> A aged 17 
= $ 


Shall I order chocolate into the f ; 
alcove? Some little refreſhment can- . 


_— 
= - 


=> 
83 
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not be unſeaſonable after your ride. 
Miss COR BET. 


Aye, aye, any thing to change the 
ſubject; — you prudent ladies are 
ever on your guard. 

Miss THORNBY. 
Did you ſee Mr. Bampfield? (with 
a half tremulous accent.) 
BS 


W—__ 
—— 
2 — — 
= 


WE 
<- a, the 
wry * * LN 
ks _ „ A. \ 
2 1 


© 


Py 


— - 
—— A 
2368 * . 
2 P — 


Ma, 


* — — 2 
— — » IT ICE = 
—— 2 - — 


* 8 To = 4 => ". 
7 4 —— — 7 — — 
- — 9 ES IT 
\ 
% 8 


— — — 
- — - 
— 4 N . 
8 
* 
- 


Miss 


RE a 


264 


I 


IL. 
1 
* 
. 
ia 
. 
ey 
*# 
bY 
. N 
| 
* 
* L 
' ö 
„ 7 5 


— a> - 
_ _ — N — 
2 — 


Fo 


34 


— 


Src 4 


by fighed) — nay, upon my honour, 
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Miss CORBET. . | 
Bleſs me! how pale you are? 
is it in the power of Bampficld's 
name alone, to produce ſuch an ef- 
fe ? | 
Miss THORNBY. 
A much conciſer anſwer, Madam, 
(a good deal hurt by her behaviour) 
would have been much more to the 
purpoſe. 
: Miss CORBET. 
Well, then, we did (Miſs Thorn- 


we did not ſee him, fo ſet your heart 

at reſt, 

| Miss THORNBV. 

Jou are fo fond of raillery, that 

you let nothing eſcape you, but you 
| ought 
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ought to conſider this gentleman 

and I are ſtrangers, and not attempt 

to give a wrong impreſſion of me. 
Miss CORBET. 

That is excellent; do you hear, 
Forbes ? — The Lady would on no 
conſideration forfeit her pretenſions 
of becoming a candidate. 

Betty now appeared with the cho- 
colate, and very opportunely relieved 
every party from the neceſſity of a 
reply. . 

Miss CORBET. 

But you dont comprehend me, my 
dear Sukey, that we are come ſo far 
merely to view theſe confined gar- 
dens, aukward habitation, and Miſs 
Polly: — no, no, we have a farther 

B 6 deſign 
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tion; — my uncle and aunt are every 
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have no engagements to plead, but 


deſign, ſo dreſs yourſelf immediately; 

we are going to dine at Chelſea. 
Miss THORNBY. 

You muſt excuſe me, Madam 

Miss COR BET. 


And why ſo pray? your aunt and 
uncle have conſented; will you be 
leſs propitious than they? 

Miss THORN Bx. 

I have ſeen you often gay, "Miſs 
Corbet, but never till this moment 
found you extravagantly fo z — you 
are well acquainted with my ſitua- 


thing to me, and I would not for the 
world diſoblige them. It is true I 
unleſs they Were perſonally to inſiſt 
8 on 
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on my going, I have many inſur- 
mountable objections. 
Miss COR BET. 

Well, of all the prepoſterous ani- 
mals in the creation, commend me 
to a prude at eighteen. You re- 
member, my dear, you would not 
go to the play, for fear this gentle- 
man ſhould convey you off in his 


pocket. —I wonder how you could 


prevail on yourſelf to venture to 
Dean ſtreet ? Nay, never be offend- 
ed; I have been only bringing your 
prudence to the teſt ; for your uncle 
and aunt will be down in half an 
hour, and with their ſanction I hope 
but where is this Polly—we ſhall 
loſe their warm hearts entirely if ſhe 


is diſregarded, Miſs 
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38 
Miſs Middleton was only playing 
at ſome little diſtance and on hear- 
ing herſelf called for, ran imme- 
diately to Miſs Corbet, whilſt Miſs 
Thornby flipped into the houſe, in 
order to, acquaint Mrs. Betty with 
her perplexity. 
Miss THORNBY. 
I would on no conſideration, Betty, 
take one ſtep that ſhould either diſ- 
pleaſe or mortify Mr. Bampfield : he 
certainly has a right to be maſter of 
my actions in every thin g of this 
nature: — What are other men to 
me ? — I ſhould receive no delight, 
and perhaps he might derive infinite 
pain from this idle excurſion. — T 
= am therefore reſolved I will not 80 
| | If I can poſſibly help it. 
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BETTY. 
And pray, Miſs, what have you 
to do with Miſs Corbet's acquaint- 
ance? — It would be very hard if 
ſhe might not have a loyer as well 
as yourſelf. — I warrant you ſhe 
knows what ſhe is about, and is 
too much my friend to lead you 
into any danger. 


Miss THORNBY. 


I am always ill-adviſed, (with: 


great emotion) no one will ſee things 
in the light they appear to me. 
BETTY. 

Did I ever adviſe you ill, Miſs d 
(in a very authorative tone of voice) 
I told Ben how it would be, that our 
very ſervices would be miſconſtrued 
—-ſ{urely 
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— ſurely this will be a warning to 
me, how I ever make other people's 
concerns my own, or the duce is 
in it. JEN, 
Miss THORNBY. 
Miſerable wretch that I am, how 
am I enſlaved? the very perſons that 
ought to ſubmit to me, have reduced 


me to ſubjection. This is not one 


of the leaſt mortifying ills that at- 
tends miſconduct. 


BET Tv. 
Really, Mifs, I dont know what 
you would be at; I am your aunt's 


ſervant, its true; but I am much 
- miſtaken if I ever was or ever ſhall 


be yours. 
Miss THOR NBY, 
_ 1 wiſh we could change condi- 


tions 
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tions, your inſenſibility is an envi- 
able poſſeſſion. | 
BETTY. | 
Not ſo inſenſible as you may im- 
agine, Miſs ; — when people have 
a tolerable face they are ſo ſet up; 
but if the ſmall pox, and that ugly 
ſurfeit had not ſo unmercifully maul- 
ed mine, perhaps I might have been 
as handſome as ſome of my neigh- 
bours.. | | 
Miss THORN BY. 

You have every advantage of me, 
Betty, I feel it moſt” palpably ; — 
and I have no further obj ections 
to make. 


+ #* *  #* 


As Mis Thornby was return- 
ing 
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ing very diſconſolably into the gar- 
den, her uncle . her on the 


anner. 

Ma. MIDDLETON. 

Hey day ! niece, we thought you 
would have been ready to ſet off 


at leaſt; — did not Miſs Corbet 


tell PRO were willing ? 


MISS THORNBY. 
I am ſeldom long in drefling, 
Sir, — and if it is your pleaſure—— 


Ma. MIDDLETON. © 
O, braift means, by alt” means, 
we can truſt you with Miſs Corbet. 
1 ſuppoſe the is careſſing” our lite 
Polly. . 

Miss THORNBV. 
They are all togetlier in the al- 
cove, Sir. Mx. 
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Ma MIDDLETON. 

I thought ſo, ſhe loves the pretty 
prattler prodigiouſly, — and has en- 
tirely won our hearts. 

K XR M #' | 

Miss THORNBY. 

Every thing conſpires | (as: ſhe 
dreſſed), to make me miſerable. — 
The dotage of my unele and aunt, 
the inſincerity of Miſs Corbet.— 
the ill humour of Betty, and the 
violent temper of Mr. Bampfield, 
I ſuffer for all. But what can 
this gentleman. propoſe by his un: 
expected - viſit? — has he left any 
thing unſaid for my benefit *— is 
he informed of my affairs, and 
would he fave me from deſtruction? 

It 
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It muſt be ſo—intelligence and be- 
nevolence ſhine forth in his coun. 
tenance, and I will lend a willing 
ear to his every inſtruction. Vet 
if Mr. Bampfield ſhould diſcover 
him to be the gentleman that took 


notice of me at the aſſembly? — 


he will certainly be guilty of ſome 


od raſh action: — I muſt nevertheleſs 
patiently ſubmit to the conſe- 
quences of a connection , I would, 
| but cannot, avoid. 


Miſs Thornby bad adorned her 
perſon long before ſhe had finiſhed 
her reflections; — but as ſhe was 
fatisfied it would little avail her, 
either: to cheriſh or communicate 
them, — the aſſumed the beſt grace 

ſhe 
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ſhe could, and rejoined the com- 
pany. 

Mr. Forbes was delighted with her 
appearance how ſuperior ſhe is to 
all around? — and muſt ſhe fall a 
prey to ſo grovelling a wretch as 
Bampfield ? 

Mas. MIDDLETON. 

I proteſt, Sukey, I never met with 
a young woman fo negligent of her 


figure as you are: — Do but be. 


the girl has made of herſelf ? — But 
taſte, Sir, (turning to Mr. Forbes) 
is a native excellence, it cannot be 


acquired. F 
Ms. FORBES. 18355 


hold, Mr. Middleton, what a dowdy 


Miss e Madam, has the 
bappf- 0 
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long afflicted Mr. Middleton and 


rupt you and this gentleman, but 
we have no time to ſpare, and Miſs 
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happineſs of being a near relation of 
yours. 
Mas. MIDDLETON. 
Conſanguinity, Sir, does not affect 
the mind; — ſhe is all her father 
there FR a circumſtance that has 


myſelf. — Our Polly. will make a 

very different woman. 
MISs CORBET. 
I am ſorry, Madam, to inter- 


Thornby is quite ready. 
Ma. MIDDLETON. 
Come, come, Sukey, on with 
your gloves, and 1 will ſquire you 
to your carriage, notwithſtanding 
you 
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you have ſo ſmart an attendant as 
that gentleman. - 

Mr. Middleton, from a point of 
great civility, gave his hand to Miſs 
Corbet, at the ſame inſtant unex- 
pectedly reſigning that of his niece 
to Mr. Forbes, whilſt Mrs. Mid- 
dleton and Miſs Polly dignified the 
N 
Miſs Corbet hurried into the coach, 
and Mr. Forbes and Miſs Thornby 
once ſeated, away they drove, to the 
ſatisfaction of all parties. 


5 
S — 
— — — — — 


. 
Miss COR BET. 
1 BEG your pardon, Miſs Thorn- 
by, (burſting into a loud laugh) 
| but 
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but en relations are certainly the 
greateſt oddities I ever met with.— 
You may take equal liberties with 
my mother, if you pleaſe. I know 
if ſhe had buried me alive, in the 
ſame manner theſe good folks have 
you, I ſhould behold her with 
horror and deteſtation. 
Miss THORNBY. 
I am ſo happy, Madam, as not to 
poſſeſs all your refinement. But [I 
hope there is nothing on earth that 
could ſo utterly change me, as to 
render me unmindful of the obliga- 
tions I owe them. Gratitude, Miſs 
Corbet, (every dutiful and reſpectful 
conſideration out .of the queſtion) 
would moſt effectually ſtop my mouth. 
M. 


| Hiſtory of SUKEY THORNBY. 49 
Ma. FORBES, 

Miſs Corbet always bounds too 
far; you are, undoubtedly, Madam, 
(addrefling himſelf to that Lady) 
too indiſcriminate in your fatire, Mr. 
and Mrs, Middleton are not cour- 
tiers indeed; but I cannot diſcover 
any thing abſurd or ill-bred in their 
whole deportment. 


Miss CORBET. 

What think you of their conduct, 
excluding ſuch a girl as Miſs Thorn- 
by from all polite ſociety ? — Can 
you, Forbes, with all your charity, 
be an adyocate for ſuch unheard of 
tyranny? * 

Ms. FORBES. 
There is much to be ſaid in their 
Vor, I. 


defence. 
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| pany, and the manifold dangers to 
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defence. — Nay, hear me, Madam, 
I grant you they have erred, but 
it is an error that may have tender- 
neſs alone for its foundation. 'They 
may have ſeen the confidence and 
indulgence of parents, or ſuch as ad 
in that capacity, groſsly abuſed; 
they may have a proper apprehen- 


ſion of the contagion of ill com- 


which the innocent and unwary are 
expoſed _ had I a daughter —— 
Miss CORBET. N 
dhe would have a bleſſed time of 
it, truly, — (interrupting him) you 
would at leaſt ſhut her up from 
7 human eye: 
MX. FORBES. 


No, Madam, but I would * 
r 
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her, if poſſible, to read well the hu- 
man heart; — all is not virtue that 
aſſumes the appearance; — falſe 
lights and ſhades too frequently im- 
poſe even on experienced optics.— I 
would therefore caution againſt join- 
ing hands with the light-headed, no 
leſs than the light- charactered fe- 
male: — if we are taken in ill - 
company we mult expect to incur 
the condemnation, — Who will be- 
lieve us, if we tell them we diſap- 


prove our acquaintancè ? 
| Miss CORBET. 
Frightful ! then I ſhould come 


under your wiſe Poste. | 
Mz. FORBES, ... - 


I mean nothing perſonal, Madam, 
Cx "4-008 
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and unbeſpeaking your application; 
but it is a duty we owe all amiable 
ſimplicity, not to deceive or miſlead 
it. You tell me this young Lady 
4 1s but ſeldom permitted to appear in 
| the world; I take you at your word, 
q and only wiſh to give her a Juſt 


impreſſion of its inhabitants: to 
1 flutter and amuſe is one thing, to 
W judge with propriety another. 

_ Miſs Corbet turned up her lip 
= contemptuouſly, and putting her 
1 head out at one of the windows — 
| 


6 Ms CORBET. 
by There is your friend; and hence- 


forth, Forbes, I entirely renounce 


ſt | 
; F you : — You may pay your auks 
1 ward devoirs where they will meet 
1 : with 
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with a better reception than from ſo 
light-headed a girl as I confeſs 1 m_ 
ſelf to be. 

— Come, Sir, (to the gentleman 
who was now entering the carriage) 
come and relieve me from the moſt 
inſufferable of perfecutions—an ill- 
timed ſermon ; — the day was to 
be devoted to mirth, and it ſhall not 
be my fault if that intention is un- 
The PAIRING whoſe name was 
Jacomb, returned a lively and flat- 
tering reply ; and having taken his 
ſeat, agreeable to Miſs Corbet's in- 
vitation, on her fide the coach, they 
proceeded on their little journey with 
C 3 addi- 
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but Miſs Thornby. 
Miss THORNBY —(aſide;) -; 
What can all this mean? — On 
my word, Miſs Corbet has a fine 
genius for intrigue;—within a fort- 
night to have entered into ſach mea- 
ſures as to underſtand all their inti- 
mations'z for it is only one fort- 


Mr. Forbes. — So far as this day's 
pleaſure, my ificlination might per- 
haps: correſpond with hers; if-it was 
not for the remembrance of what I 
owe to Mr. Bampfield : — It is cer- 
tainly highly improper to admit any 
other of his ſex on ſuch terms, as 
the entertaining me with idle pro- 

| feſſions: 


4% 
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feflions : — but how to diſengage 
myſelf is beyond my utmoſt in- 
genuity. — I have this once been 
ſurpriſed into a very unſuitable ſitu- 
ation; but henceforward I will be 
more on my guard. 

Much giddy flirtation paſſed on 
the part of Miſs Locket. and Mr, 


Jacomb. 


Mn. FORBES. | 

We have a very ſprightly exam- 
ple, Madam, (to Mifs Thornby) 
but however diſinelined to follow 
it literally, I hope we are in no 
danger of degenerating into the op- 
poſite extreme; chearfulneſs is nd 
enemy to decorum, nor is it the 
malleſt breach of prudence 1 to in- 
"© 4 dulge 


& © 
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dulge in whatever is innocent, I 
have a friend that will admit us 
into Ranelagh Gardens, where we 
will loſe our gay companions, unleſs 
they will vouchſafe to regulate them- 
ſelves by our ſtandard, and amuſe 
ourſelves with ſuch ſubjects as are at 
once both pleaſing and rational, 

Miss T HORNBY. . 

Perhaps, Sir, you are but little 
aware how ill qualified I am for 
intellectual enjoyments ; — my ear 
indeed is capable of delight, and my 
heart of rational ſenſation, but my 
knowledge is too limited to per- 
mit me to be any other than an 
humble auditor on ſuch occaſions. 


Ma. FORBES. 
You are the very companion that 


ſuits 
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faits my taſte, I love to behold the 
manners unperverted by affectation, 
and attend the genuine workings. 
of unaſſiſted. reaſon. . The mind, 
like the voice, when naturally good, 
ſtrikes more pleaſingly on the ſenſes 
in its native unfoldings, than 
when fettered by art; the length - 
ened note, and borrowed ſentiment, 
may be approved by the muſician 
and the pedant, but with the more | 
enlarged ſoul, beautiful fimplicity 
will ever have the preference. 


Miss THORNBY. 
O, Bampfield! — ( exclaimed 


ſhe mentally) — henceforth ſe- 
cure me ' ſuch dangerous 
company: If you once ſuffer 
C 5 the 


*Y 


8 Taz NIECE; Os, Ths 


the latent feelings of my mind 
to be awakened, the deepeſt miſery 
muſt enſue; — you will find your. 
ſelf united to a woman that can- 
not eſteem you as ſhe ought, and 
I, alas | ſhall behold an m 

being in my huſband. 
Miss COR BE T. 
Actually now, there is infinite 
advantage in conducting oneſelf 
with gravity and reſerve; — you 
hear, Jacomb, how that lady is 
becomplimented, whilſt I 5 impo- 
litic creature that I am, by render- 
ing myſelf cheap, am obliged to 
angle, or my vanity would be un- 
fed; I will aſſume a new character — | 
I am now a ſober ſentimental gen 
5 | | tlewoman, 
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dewoman, and, approach me, Ja- 
comb, with your uſual familiarity 
ak . IS aut 

Me. JACOMB. 

8 my 7 dear Miſs Corbet, what 
muſt become of me, if you make 
ſo ſudden and extraordinary a tran- 
ſition, as my diſpoſition happens 
not to be compoſed of the ſame 
pliant materials ?—for, like an ape, 
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J ſhall ſtill continue my pranks, 
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however diſregarded or diſcoun- 
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tenanced by my graver friends. 
Miss COR BET. 

I tell you, Mr. Jacomb, you 
poſitively ſhall, tor once at leaſt, 
comply with my humour: I will 
not always be on the conceding 
C6 ſide 
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therefore with a deſcription of the 


gination. Philoſophize, — preach, 


a Is it poſſible, (to herſelf) that a 


ſide of the queſtion ; entertain me 


various properties of the mind, the 
invaluable bleſſings of reaſon, and 
the inexhauſtible fruits of the ima- 


do any thing but look at me with 
that impudent arch countenance, 
that ſo utterly diſconcerts my ſober 
plan. * | | 
n 


Miss THORNBY. 


knowledge of the world, as it is 
called, could ever transform me into 
the likenefs of Miſs Corbet? — She 
has often ſaid, that nothing elſe 
was wanting to volatilize me, as 
| ſhe 
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ſhe phraſes it, but I am well con- 
vinced, there is as much difference 
in our diſpoſitions as features, and 
that I could as ſoon become a hea- 
then, as an idle flirt. 

They now arrived at Don Salte- 
ros, at Chelſea, where they drank 
coffee, viewed the curioſities, and 
made many brilliant obſervations. 
They then proceeded to an elderly 
Lady's houſe, a relation of Mr. 
Forbes, who received them with 
great ' politeneſs, and gave them a 
very genteel dinner, after which it 
was generally agreed to repair to 
Ranelagh, the old Lady, and two 
little boys her grand children, ac 
companying them. 
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The , houſe had been ſhut, up for 
a few days, as is very common, at 
frequent periods in the ſeaſon, :. they 
were nevertheleſs admitted, bi Mr. 
Forbes's intereſt, and ſtrolled about 
agteeably to their inclinations. 
Act Miſs Thoraby, Was ſtruck with 
the grandeur of the room, but her 
good ſenſe reſtrained her from 
eyery marvellous exclamation. . 
Mr. Forbes. , politely. obſerved, 
Fog it was built upon a ſimilar plan 
with the Roman  amphitheatres, 
a circumſtance as little known to 
our noviciate as the great Mogul. 
. Miſs. Corbet was very flippant 
in her remarks, the cluſters on a 
public agus were elegant, the or- 
FT cheſtra 
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cheſtra judiciouſly diſpoſed, the dou- 
ble range of boxes magnificent, 
and the rotund moſt captivating. 
It was the only place of amuſe- 
ment that the vulgar did not affect 
to enjoy ; but as the expence of 
dreſs, and the exquiſite delight of 
ſeeing and being ſeen, were a little 
above their purſe and capacity, they 

were forced to yield, and leave pers 

ſons of taſte and fortune, for once 
unelbowed by them. reid 

Mbiſs Thornby underſtood. not . 
one ſyllable of this furious ha- 
rangue, but was ſatisfied if ſhe: ei - 
ther poſſeſſed, or was capable of 
acquiring the ſame degree of elo · 
cution, ſhe would not employ it 
to ſo giddy a purpoſe. Mr. 
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Mr. Jacomb led his unthinking 
companion to take a view of the 
Thames ; where he moſt diligently 
amuſed her with a ſucceſſion of 
objects, in order to give his friend 
an opportunity of 2 with 
the engaging Miſs Thornby. 
Fhe little boys were run away 
to the canal, and the old Lady's ten- 
derneſs for them, would not per- 
mit her either to reſtrain them from 
throwing pebbles into the water, 
as they appeared ſo highly de- 
lighted, or leave them expoſed 
from under her watchful eye, but 
though the ſuffered them to purſue 
their amuſement with due re- 
ſtrictions, ſhe took occaſion to read 
ow. _ them 
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them a very inſtructive lecture on 
the danger of approaching too near 
ſo formidable an element. ; 
Mn. FORBES. - _— - 
I ſhall ſurpriſe you, Miſs Thornby, 
ſmiling, (perceiving. his friend Ja- 
comb had drawn off the impertinent) 
by making you ſenſible, though 
againſt myſelf, of the unfit ſituation 
you -young ladies would have been 
in this day, if not accompanied by 
men of ſtrict honour. But do not 
be alarmed ; your guardian angel | 
would not be more tender of your 
reputation or repoſe, than myſelf. | 
The houſe T have introduced you 
| at, belongs to that venerable Lady 


my great aunt, whoſe character F 
am 


her daughter to advantage ; but 
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am proud to ſay will bear the ſtricteſt 
ſcrutiny. I have infinite obligations 
to her: — but you en nds 
I hope I have not 
* Miss THORNRYT. 12 
"Indeed, Sir, you have 5 
furpriſed me; —how little capable 
is youth to judge for itſelf, when 
age and experience. are. ſo easily 
ee Cordbet — my rela- 
tions — what can be faid for them? 
Ma. FORBES." . 
Mrs. Corbet, Madam, has no 
gther vie in life than diſpoſing. of 


paluckily miſtakes; the, mpraſeres: 
over abundant vivacity, and appa- 
rent aa is, not the, ſnare 
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for the man of ſenſibility. The 
young Lady can cover her indiſcre- 
tions to anſwer her purpoſes; and 
as ſhe really poſſeſſes ſome pleaſing 
arts, it is no wonder that your un- 
ſuſpecting relations have been taken 
in her tolls; — but it is a bold ven- 
ture to truſt ſuch a treaſure as Miſs 
Thornby, to the fidelity of any 


mortal. 
| Mrs THORNBY. 


—_——— . 


"I 


Let us Join the Lady, and return 


home, (in great compoſure) — — you 


have given me a leſſon, Sir, that 1 


mall not fall to remember. | 
Vl. FORBES. 


But, my dear Madam, you muſt 
| remember it without compunction; 3 


the 
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— 


candour, and I muſt own I be- 
hold your conduct with admiration— | 


— 
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the 1 innocency, the propriety of) your 
intentions are as evident as the ſun 
at noon day: — that I might but 
be permitted to cultivate the friend 
ſhip of fo amiable a heart. — l fear 


to offend —— 
| Miss THORNBY. 
There is ſo much of fallacy, in 
every appearance, that Sur judg- 
ment muſk ever be liable to impoſi- 
tion; — but you, Sir, ſeem to read 
my diſpoſition with the utmoſt 


your humanity and politeneſs — in- 

deed you can have no: idea how 
much I am indebted to you. 

Ms. FORBES. 

Have Þ then been ſerviceable to 

* (6a you, 
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you, Madam? O, repeat the plea- 
ling information; — what have I 
not felt on your account, tenderneſs, 
compaſſion, and the moſt painful 
apprehenſions: — that ſurly young 


fellow 


Miss THORNBY. 
Ah, name him not with diſ- 
reſpect, (interrupting him) — I 
muſt not hear i z — nor ought I 
perllaps to liſten to you on any ſub- 
ject :—excuſe me, Sir,—my hand, — 
you mult fuffer me to diſengage it. 
Mz. FORBES. _ 
Deſtruction! are you then mar- 
tied! — only ſay the horrid cere- 
mony has not been performed, and 
I will preſs you no further. 


Miss 
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Miss THORN BY, 
My inclinations, (aghing) ma 


certainly are not in my own power: 
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bleſs me, Sir, why, — why ſhould 


vou, a ſtranger, be fo affected? 
Ms. FORBES. 


You are his wife! — and all is 


at an end. 
Miss THORNDY. 


His property perhaps, Sir; for 
we have never yet met (ſince you 
will extort the ſecret from me) at 


* 


Mz. FORBES. 


Gals acknowledgmentl—and 
may chat fatal hour never, never ar- 


rive: — hs he i 18 — ? 
Miss THORN BV. 


It 1 is criminal in me, Sir, — thus 
| to countenance — 
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Mu. FORBES.” 1 1 
Beware, Miſs Thornby, —(with 
great earneſtneſs) the company ap- 
proach; and I can only add, be- 
ware of baſe deſigners: — if ever an | 
interview. can be obtained with YOU 
free from diſagreeable interruption, 
I will convince you that —— 
Miss THORNBY. 
I am an unhappy creature ; — 
but that is a piece of knowledge I 
have already acquired, 


P. »\ Þ ®P 


Miss CORBET. - * 

We will return, Sir; (to Mr. 
Jacomb) it is a vain attempt you 
find to communicate what nature 
has denied. "Miſs Thornby is cer- 
OP a very pretty picture, but will 


never 


* 
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never prove an entertaining compa« 


nion. 
3 . V -Þ 
26h. Mz. FORBES. 
9 Jacomb (the moment they 
had ſct the ladies down at Mrs, 
Corbet's) how unfortunate a fellow 
TI am? — She is attached to that 


- young fellow, Bampfield, by ſome 


irrevocable tie: — the calls herſelf 


| his property ;— but he cannot have 

dared — I will however unravel the 

whole myſtery, let the conſequence 
be what it may. | 
Mz. JACOMB. 

Pray, Forbes, what time of the 
moon is it? — I am ready to go 
hand in hand with you as far as 
gallantry and diſcretion lead the 

| | way. 
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way. But when you come to your 
very abſurd, your remote inveſtiga- 
tions, good bye to you. 

Ma. FORBES. 


Would you then deſert the cauſe 


of innocence and virtue ? 

Ma. JACOMB. 
Only make it appear to me, that 
it is a concern of yours, and you 
may command my beſt ſervices. | 
Mn. FORBES. 
Can I give you a ſtronger proof, 
than aſſuring, my whole happineſs 
depends on obtaining that lovely 
creatures hand? 

Ms. JACOMB. 

An' arrant Don Quixote, — on 
"Tueſday three weeks you went to 
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an aſſembly; your heart untouched, 
and your head as clear as the ſun in 
his meridian; — when, lo a little 
unpoliſhed chit appears, — I would 
be aſhamed of, confeſſing ſuch egre- 
gious folly. 
Ms. FORBES. 
Was there ever ſo bewitching 


a countenance? — You yourſelf al- 


low her to be handſome ; — her 


eye ſo ſoft, yet commanding, — her 


complexion 


MR. JACOMB. 

Look you, Phil, I am not in a 
humour to be dazzled with your 
romantic deſcriptions. If you can 
ſoatch her out of the lions paw, 
it will be a generous action; — and 
as 
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as Middleton is a good warm fel- 
low, might turn out very prettily ; 
but let me hear no more of her 
eyes, — or her complexion, I be- 
ſeech you; for have I not told you 
that both the one and the other 
very ſtrikingly reſemble your own : 


indeed, Forbes, you are a very great 
puppy, take my word for it. 
Ms. FORBES. 
You may talk as you pleaſe, but 
I am well convinced that nothing, 
but your being married to the a- 
greeable woman you are, could ſe- 
cure you from this lovely girls 
power; — but remember, you have 
no wife, when the ſervin g your 
friend requires you ſhould whiſper 
D 2 ſoft 
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. ſoft things in Miſs Corbet's ear; — 
| ſhe is not capable of a ſcrious attach- 


ment, or it would be baſe to ex- 
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poſe her, — yet ſhe chuſes her 
lover of the day to be clear of 
every encumberance, that at leaſt 
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there may be a probability of en- 
llaving him to her will. 
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At ther return, Mrs. Corbet 
was delighted with the account her 
daughter gave of their entertain- 
ment. — Very polite gentlemen; 
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but I wonder, Nancy, you could 
permit them to go away, without 
; defiring them to walk in, they cer- 
tainly merited that civility. | 
Miss CORBET. 

I dont know how it was, Ma- 


1 N dam, 
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dam, — but I think. they took a 
very abrupt leave, — for, before I 
could ſo far recolle& myſelf, as to 
give: them an invitation, — whip, 
they were out of ſight. 
Mas. CORBET. .__ 
You are a giddy little fool, (mil- 
ing) that is the truth of it. 


C H „ 60658 
B. came at ten o'clock in the 
evening to convey Miſs Thorn- 
by home. He was by no means 
pleaſed with. her excurſion, as his 


features ſufficiently teſtified. _ 
BEN. 


I think, Miſs, (as they drove 
| D 3 along 
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ſome lover. 1 Miss 
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along) it would have been quite as 
well if you had remained at Hack- 
ney, but my opinion ſtands for but 
little of late; — I ſuppoſe Maſter 
Bampfield will give you his opi- 
nion at your next meeting. 

Miss THORNBY. 

Mr. Bampfield has, I am per- 
ſuaded, too much underſtanding 
to be offended at my enjoying a lit- 
tle freſh air. 

BEN. 

Freſh air, Miſs, I fancy the air 
at Hackney is in no degree infe- 
rior to what you met with at Chel- 
ſea; — well, I have only this to 
fay, — that if I was Maſter Bamp- 
field I ſhould be a very trouble- 


* 


Hittory of SUK EY THORNBY. 79 
Miss T HORN BV. 

None are ſuſpicious, Ben, but the 
undeſerving; I ſuppoſe you would 
not be willing to rank Mr. Bamp- 
field amongſt that number. 


* 


BEN. 

Aye, aye, Miſs, you will improve 
upon us no doubt, — Miſs Corbet 
can teach you many uſeful leſſons. 

Miss THORN BY. 

You and I were accuſtomed to 
be on very good terms, Ben, and 
I hope there is no cauſe for either 
of us to change our behaviour. 

BEN. | 

Fine ladies, Miſs, have fine fan- 
cies, and who knows how far you 
may be infected by and by? 

D 4 


Miſs 
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Miſs Thornby bad ben reticed 
only a few moments to her apart- 


ment, before a gentle tap at the 
door engaged her attention, 

What will become of me? I 
ſhudder at Mr. Bampfield's teme- 
rity : — in my uncle's houſe ! — No 
creature privy to our interview: 


but he taps again. — I muſt either 
admit him, notwithſtanding the ha- 
zard, or all will be diſcovered. 5 
Bampfield and Ben had had a 
conſultation. They conceived that 
Miſs Thornby's ſpirits might be un- 
commonly exhilarated by the plea- 
ſures of the day: and that conſcious 
of the power: ſhe had given Bamp- 
field 
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field over her, and fo critically ſitu- 
ated with reſpect to the family, ſhy 
would be unable to reject any pro- 
poſal he ſhould have the confidence 
to make. . 

With this baſe hope in his heart, 
and an inſinuating ſmile on his coun- 
tenance, did he enter Miſs Thornby's 
chamber. She attempted to remon- 
ſtrate with him on tlie impropriety 
and danger of his viſit; but he was 
deaf to all her arguments, and urged 
the violence of his paſſion as an ex- 
cuſe for his conduct. 

BAMPFIELD. 

It is utterly impoſſible, my dear 
creature, much longer to ſubmit 
to the hard conditions you preſcribe. 

D 2: | You 
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You call yourſelf mine, — yet deny 
me all acceſs, but what you might 
grant to every fellow you are ac- 
quainted with ; — do you think 
that Ben and Betty have been en- 
dued with the fame reſolution ? 
1 Miss T HORN BV. 
You may remember, Mr. Bamp- 
field, there were ſome particulars 
in your behaviour, when laſt at 
Hackney, that I was far from ap- 
proving. — You told me I miſap- 
prehended you, — and I own I 
gladly imbibed the agreeable ſug - 
geſtion ; — for' to know the man 
J think myſelf bound to reſpect and 
honeur, a villain, would be the 
ſeyereſt ſtroke I ever yet ſuſtained. 
BAMEP- 
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BAMPFIELD. 

Jou deal in very harſh terms, my 
dear Miſs Thornby : can there be 
villany in love ? — I only then ſo- 
licited what I this night hope to 
obtain, — a proof of your affection 
that would remove my every doubt, 
by ſecuring you to me for ever. 


Miss T HORNBY. 
And do I live to be treated in ſo 


injurious a manner? — Tell me, 
Mr. Bampfield, what has incited 
you to this unworthy proceeding & 
BAMPFIEL D. — 

The hint you yourſelf gave me: 
nay, my dear Miſs T hornby, keep 
your temper, — if you had not con- 
ceived it a natural expectation or 
D 6 deſign, 
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taught you to think meanly of me. 
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deſign, or call it what you pleaſe, 
you would never have been ſo 
prompt in your conſtruction of in- 
nocent freedoms. 
Miss THORNBY. 
It is well, Mr. Bampfield; — fi- 
niſh the work, and reſtore my mis- 
judging inclination to its wonted li- 
berty. — I was rather incited to 
condemn myſelf than you: — ſome 
unbecoming conceſſion, ſome un- 
happy piece of ignorance muſt have 


But it was my reſerve, it ſeems, my 
too vigilant apprehenſion that ſug- 
geſted the diſhonourable views by 
which you, are now aCtuated, Leave 
me; and be aſſured we were never 


In- 
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intended by providence for man and 
wife, | 
BAMPFIELD. 


would be ſufficiently inſupportable; 
but this deliberate reſentment ſhocks 
me beyond expreſſion. Be ſeated, 
my love; I have many things to 
ay ; we cannot be more private 3 
let us therefore be happy. 
Miss THORNBY. 

You have utterly untuned my ſoul; 
the breath of infamy is but ill cal- 
culated to inſpire 
BAMPFIELD. 
No more, no more, my ſweet 
girl, let both cauſe and effe& periſh 
together: — where have you been 
to- 


To drive me from you in anger, 
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to- day ? and who was of your 


party? 
Miss THORNBY. 


I will tell you all to-morrow, 
Mr. Bampfield ; but this night you 
muſt oblige me by retiring ; it is 
very late, and if our voices ſhould 
reach my uncle or aunts ear, con- 


ſider the conſequence. 


BAMPFIELD. 

Nay, Madam ! (with a malicious 
fmile) that is your concern rather 
than mine ; for thoſe that have no- 
thing to loſe, can have nothing to 
fear. I am deipiſed by you, it 


ſeems; therefore am totally re- 


gardleſs of every other circum- 
ſtance. 
| Mi1ss 
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Miss THORNBY. 
Did I deſpiſe you, Mr. Bamp- 
field? (with a tremour ſhe could 
not conceal.) 


BAM PFIELD. 
Do you not drive me fiom you ? 
Have you not acknowledged ſuſpi- 
cions injurious to my honour ?— 
Indeed Miſs T hornby you invite 
the very treatment you affect to 
be ſo apprehenſive of; — but I have 
too much reſpect and tenderneſs for 
you to take any advantages: — you 
are free, Madam! — And this out- 
eaſt Bampfield ;—this unhappy ob- 
ject of your difapprobation, whoſe 
only crime is too much love, will 
ar ſubmit himſelf to all the 
miſery 
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miſery you may piſs to inflict. 


Miss THORN B d 

Why will you thus aiftreſs me? 
do I with you miſerable? — un- 
generous Bampfield; — I wiſh not 
better to my own ſoul, than to you : 
but circumſtances, — = decency, — 
muſt be attended to. 

The ſoftneſs of Miſs Thornby's 
features, when: ſhe uttered © theſe 
words, communicated the ſtrongeſt 
encouragement to Bampfield. 

BAMPFIELD: 

Decency! (catching her hand) 
— what does Miſs Thornby mean 
by talking of decency? — Am I 
not already in. your apartment? are 
we not bound to each other by the 

moſt 
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moſt ſacred vow ? — is not the night 


far advanced? — Betty out of town, 
Ben faſt aſleep: — what indecency, 
what danger therefore in truſting 


yourſelf. with the man you love? 
Miss THORNBY. 
Pernicious, dangerous plea ! Iti is 


true, I have been inſenſibly led on 
from one impropriety to another, 
until you have attained the very 
point you mention. You are in my 
apartment, — the night far ad- 
vanced, and no creature awake, per- 
haps, but ourſelves, — yet what 
is all that to the purpoſe ? — would 
you in thisevil, this unguarded hour, 
deſtroy all the future peace of 5 a: 
life that f is devoted to yourlelf * 
reduce. 
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reduce an innocent inexperienced 
being to the moſt abject level (in 
return for the confidence ſhe re- 
poſed in you) and enjoy the un- 
merited wretchedneſs of her, for 
whom you profeſs the higheſt re- 
gard ? — And would theſe be the 
fruits of your love ? — The beaſts 
of prey ſeize only to devour : the 
demands of hunger will be appeaſed, 
and the miſery the poor victim en- 
dures on the occaſion, is felt, and 
terminate in the ſame inſtant :—but 
the man that perpetrates the horrid 
deed that now poſſeſſes your baſe 
deſigning foul, entails an endleſs 
meaſure of diſgrace and woe, on a 
once happy and deſerving object. 

BAMP- 
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 BAMPFIELD. 

1 fee, I ſee, Madam, (with a 
ſneer) what I have to depend upon — 
would Hinchinbrooke be kept 
within theſe bounds ? — No, —in- 
ſpired with love and wealthy con- 
fidence, he would not let flip a 
golden opportunity. — 

Miss THORNBY. 

You are ſenſible, Mr. Bamp+ 
field, by what indirect meaſures 
this boaſted opportunity has been 
obtained ; — had you been the man 
I once believed you, — your re- 
proaches and conſcious indiſcretion 
would never thus have ſtung my 
deep wounded ſenſibility. — I am 
indeed moſt unfit for the part I am 

engaged 
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engaged in, — Impropriety and. vice 
are ſo nearly allied, and. ſo ca- 
pable of the quickeſt tranſitions, 
that no. girl. ought to embark. in 
the one, that would tremble at 
the other: — but this is a con- 
viction I have dearly bought — with 
reſpect to Mr. Hinchinbrooke, it 
18 extraordinary to me, for what 
purpoſe you can ſo frequently in- 
troduce his name. He is a young 
gentleman of liberal education, lives 
at large, and: is not. to be caught 
with the firſt glance of of ſuch a figurs 


as mine. 
| BAMPFIELD: 


Who is inſulted now ! — nay, 
Madam, you may affe& ignorance 
N . 


Hiſtory of SUKEY THORNBY. 93 


of the ſtroke, but it has reached 
my heart; — the liberally edu- 


cated, the largely living gentleman ; 
what a contraſt, to your uncle's 
clerk, the little arithmetician, the 
poor Bampfield, — yet I will en- 
deayour to be calm. 

Miss THOR NBY. | 
[ Mr. Forbes! Mr. Forbes! ex- 
claimed ſhe mentally, full well have 
youtaught me todiſtin guiſh pride, ſel- 
fiſhneſs, and vice, from the tender 
paſſion of love.] | 
My expoſtulations are ſo unavaling, 
Mr. Bampfield, that I ſhall not 
trouble you with a repetition of 
them; — ſurely you are heated by 
ſome little intemperance — perhaps 


— 5 


I HITS s - 
h — _ . aS< _ »* * 4 I . 6 * 
— . — #0, o * 2 — 
r — > : IS * : 
= — * „ . * = my 2 8 2 ba - 
ha = +, _ - - +» — = - - # l F 
" - \ - 33 Ki 


we have both been wrong, but we 
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will accommodate matters in the 


morning. 
BAMPFIELD. 
This night! (vehemently ſnatch- 
ing her hand) ſhall either be my 
laſt, or ſpent with you. 
Miss THORNBY. 
Be it your laſt then! though I 
ſhould be utterly undone ; — for 
be aſſured, Mr. Bampfield, I will 
not fall a ſacrifice to ſo much baſe- 


neſs. Leave me, leave me this 


inſtant, I will no longer. be trifled 
with, or my aunt and uncle ſhall 


deliver me from your cruel hand. 


BAMPFIELD. _ 
O, my charming Miſs Thornby! 


how do I adore your noble reſo- 


lution 
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lution 3 — chaſtity I am now con- 
vinced is not merely an empty 
name; — forgive me that I put 
you to the odious proof : — but ill 


company will communicate ill im- 


preſſions.— I have been taught to 
think meanly of your ſex ;—it is 
a common received opinion, that 
no one can reſiſt a lover when 
opportunity 1s propitious; — but 
you, my ſweeteſt girl, have evinced 
that late ſuſpected aſſertion, that 
true purity is invincible. Only 
then forgive me this laſt effort, 
and never, never will J offend you 
more : — nay, thoſe precious tears, 
do not let them . reproach me, and 
I will bleſs your goodneſs. 


Miss 
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Miss THORNBY. 
Leave me, Mr. Bampfield, I have 
need of recollection, — and can only 
repeat my requeſt of being left to 
myſelf. — If you wiſh me tv pay 
any credit to what you ſay, leave 
me this inftant. — I will command 
m this. - — Your pardon, ſurely, 
would be cheaply purchaſed, if 
leaving me at two o'clock in the 
morning 1 18 all that is required of 


you. 
+ #%* * #% 


BAMPFIELD. 

Here I am, Ben, (having got 
into his apartment) after a thouſand 
oaths and proteſtations, as far diſ- 
tant from ſucceſs, as the firſt mo- 


ment I ſet out. 
| | BEN, 
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BEN. 


Never be diſcouraged, maſter 
Bampfield ; the books—the books : 
— you muſt not proceed by ſtorm ; 
remember the traveller and his 
cloak — whilſt the garriſon is fo 
' ſtrong, there will be reſiſtance: — 


fleep for more wit, maſter Bamp- 
field. 


BAMPFIELD: 

I am not in a humour for jeſting, 
Ben : — I will have her perſon, kt 
who may take her fortune. A man 
of my abilities to be thrown out by 
ſuch a raw girl, is a moſt mortify< 
ing circumſtance. 

55 

You are ſtill for purſuing ſhadows 

Vor. II. E and 
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and loſing ſubſtances, I find, maſter 
Bampfield: but if ſhe will not 
comply with your terms, you muſt 
accommodate yourſelf to hers, — 
Miſs Thornby is well worth having 
in an honeſt way. 
BAMPFIELD. 
And with only five hundred 
pounds, I ſuppoſe, Mr. Benjamin ; 
but no ſuch matter will now con- 
tent me; — you have initiated me 


into villany, and I ſhall not fo ſoon 


retreat. 
| BEN. 


I initiated you into villany ? 
Mr. Bampfield; have a care — 
BAMPFIELD. 
Tes, you, Mr. Benjamin :— not 
a ſingle deſign reſpecting Miſs 
| Thornby 
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Thornby would have entered my 


mind, if you had not infuſed it. 
BEN. 


O very well, maſter Bampfield ; 
then I know my buſineſs — (I ſhall 
ſoon clear you off the premiſes to 


Himſelf, or I am much miſtaken.) 


= 
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BEN, 

PRaY, Sir, (the next morning 

to Mr. Middleton) was not 

Miſs Sukey to go to Sir William 

 Hinchinbrooke's ? 
Ms, MIDDLE TON. 

She was, Ben; but we know not 

how to get her down, 


E 2 BEN. 


_ [2 - — o 
by * F l ; 883 1 4 
— 1 qe ere re re a * 
=_ 9 * _ 


100 True NIECE; Os, ras ' 


BEN. 
Now, if I was my miſtreſs, I 


would go with her myſelf. 


Ma. MIDDLETON. 
Tell her fo, Ben; — but, do you 


mind, dont ſay that I bid you. 


„ X * * 


When Miſs Thornby appeared 
at the breakfaſt table, Mr. and 
Mrs. Middleton were ſcared at the 


| paleneſs of her countenance. 


Mas. MIDDLETON. 

Why, the girl's a fright, and we 
ſhall have her in a conſumption 
ſoon, I ſuppoſe, if ſomething is 
not done for her. 

BEN. 


I know what would cure Miſs 
Sukey, — (as he filled the tea pot) 


and , 
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and do you good too, Madam, — 


a journey to Bath. 
Mas. MIDDLETON. 


Indeed, my dear Mr. Middleton, 
Ben is truly in the right of it as 


to my particular caſe — but I am 
never conſidered, though I am al- 


ways conſidering the whole family. 
MR. MIDDLETON. 


How would you get down, my 
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dear ? — there would be Sukey and | 
Polly and 


Mas. MIDDLETON. 
You need not trouble yourſelf, 


4. 
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Mr. Middleton, with your enume- 
rations ; — for, if I undertake the 
Journey, we will be a divided family 
tor ſome time : — Polly and you 

E 3 ſhall 
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ſhall remain at home, — Sukey and 
myſelf the only gadabouts. 
Mx. MIDDLETON. 

Then the chaiſe will hold you, 
| my dear ; (in a kind of rapture) all 
- the world to nothing, —and Ben 
| ſhall drive you down, — you may 


ſet off to-morrow morning, if you 


: 


_ pleaſe, my love. 
633 1 
This point ſettled, Ben was at a 
loſs in what manner to break the 
news to Bampfield, he had for 


ſometime beheld him as a dange- 
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rous perſon, and was determined, 
if he did not ſucceed with Miſs 
Thornby, to remove him for ever 
from his ſight, He foreſaw, if 
Bamp- 
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Bampfield diſcovered the Bath ex- 
pedition to be of his concerting, he 
would place his diſcharge likewiſe 
to the ſame account. He there- 
fore attacked him the firſt moment 
he ſaw him, — with—what do you 


think is in the wind, maſter Bamp- 


field ? 
BAMPFIELD. 


Some groſs abſurdity, I'll be 
ſworn for it, (a little ſurlily) if 
either Middleton, his wife, or 
their ſqueamiſh niece, is the author 


of it. 
BEN. 


It is a compound of all together; 
for as ſure as you are alive, maſter 
Bampfield, it was agreed, whilſt 

E 4 you 
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you ſtept to the banker's with that 
caſh this morning, that Miſs oukey 


and my miſtreſs ſhould go to Bath. 
BAMPFIELD. 


How induſtrious people are to 
expoſe themſelves; if they were 
wiſe they would never quit their 
own chimney corner. But if this 


is the caſe, Ben, I have no time to 
loſe. 


"... 


BEN. 

Only work cautiouſly, maſter 
Bampfield, and you have my conſent 
for the reſt. 


DD VG 


Miſs 'Thornby's ſpirits were great- 
ly revived by Ben's propoſal : ſhe 
had indeed been ſeized with an un- 
accountable trembling when he firſt 

opened 
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opened his mouth ; but her ap- 
prehenſions were ſoon changed into 


ſatisfaction. | 
Miss THORNBY. (mentally.) 


This journey will happily deliver 
me, at leaſt for a times from Mr. 
Bampfield's perſecutions. I ſhall 
never more have any regard for 
him; — and though I cannot diſ- 
folve, I never will confirm our en- 
gagement. What felicity could I 
enjoy with a man of ſuch depraved 
priaciples ? — But my forwardneſs 
and undutifulneſs called aloud for 
puniſhment. 

I hope, Madam, (to hes aunt) 
you have no objection to my paying 
a farewel viſit to Miſs Corbet ? I 

E 5s have 
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have received many civilities both 


from the mother and daughter, 
Mas. MIDDLETON. 


Not in the leaſt, Sukey, —I 
would have you appear well-bred 
on all occaſions, though to be plain 
with you, as your uncle is to be 
Lord Mayor, you muſt look out 
a little higher for acquaintance 


hereafter. 
Miss THORNBY. 
But in the mean time, Madam,— 


Mzxs. MIDDLETON. 

Aye, — make the beſt uſe of it, 
Niece, — for, if I have any ſkill, 
your uncle's dignity out of the 

_ queſtion, you will ſoon have reaſon 


to ſhake off thoſe inferior kind of 
people; 


— 
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people ; — the daughter in law of 
Lady Hinchinbrooke muſt pro- 
perly ſupport her character. 
| 2 | PW 
As Miſs Corbet was alone, amu- 
ſing herſelf, with a leſſon on her 
harpſichord, the name of Forbes 
was announced, 
Miss CORBET. 
Now you are a good creature, 
and are arrived moſt opportunely. 


I am troubled with the vapours, 
Mr. Forbes, and found this harp- 


ſichord but a feeble inſtrument to 


diſpel them. 
Ma. FORBES. 


I am glad, Madam, to hear your 


vivacity is at a low ebb, as I have a 
E 6 pro- 
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' poſe a pretty fellow with five hun- 
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poſal to make that requires your 


Miss CORBET:. 
Not a matrimonial one, I hope. 
By the ſolemnity of the introduction, 


one would think. — 
Mx. FORBES. 
Miſs Corbet, I beg you for a 


moment to ſuſpendyour gaiety. You 


muſt be well acquainted with your 
own circumſtances and fituation, 
though I mean not to take undue 
advantage of either; — but I ſup- 


dred pounds in his pocket, would 

be no ineligible offer ? 

Oe, Miss CORBETT. | 
Five hundred pounds, Mr, Forbes! 


(a little diſdainfully) — | 
CES Ms, 
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Ma. FORBES. 
_ Confider, Miſs, — Five hundred 
pounds, and a pretty young fellow, 
is not to be acquired every day. 
Miss CORBET 
Admitting the juſtneſs of your 
obſervation, Sir, — pray how am 
I to obtain either the one or the 


other ? 
M. FORBES. 
You know a Mr. Bampfield, Ma- 


dam. 
Miss CORBET. 


What! Miſs Thornby's Bamp= 
field! How you trifle with me: 
Dont you know he is engaged to 
Miſs Thornby-? 

M. FORBES 
Softly, my fair friend, — Miſs 
Thornby 
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Thornby muſt never be the wife of 


Bampfield. 
Miss CORBET. 


Why ſo, Sir? — What can have 
rendered her ſo ſuperior to her 


neighbours ? 
MR. FORBES. 


A thouſand nameleſs graces ; — 
but I will leave you to conſider of 
my propoſal ; — Mrs. Betty your 
relation may be uſeful, — and in 
reward of her ſervices, the price 


of a huſband ſhould not be wanting. 


Miss CORBET. 
You think that an effectual bribe 


then ? 
Mx. FORBES. 


Let you and I, Miſs Corbet, my 
derſtand one another, — My ac- 
quaintance 
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quaintance with Miſs Thornby was 


of your own forming ; for, however 


I might have wiſhed to be intro-: 


duced at Mr. Middleton's, I ſhould 
never have had the effrontery to at- 
tempt ſuch a thing, if you had not 
propoſed it. You have thought 
proper likewiſe to give me the par- 
ticulars of Mrs. Betty's conduct, 
from firſt to laſt, which has pretty 
plainly ſhewn me ſhe 1s capable of 
betraying a young creature into the 
greateſt improprieties: now it ſhall 
be my buſineſs to ſave; and if ſhe is 
leſs willing to aſſiſt in the latter 
than the former, I ſhall know what 


meaſures I ought to purſue, 
Miss CORBET. 


You have rather an ungentle mee 
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thod of treating one; — but you 
may command me. 
Mz. FORBES. 
Then lay your plan with Mrs. 
Betty againit our next meeting, and 


you ſhall find me grateful. 


| OL Dn» GM 


Mr. Forbes was taking his leave 
ſomewhat unceremoniouſly, when a 
hackney coach drawing up to. the 
door, excited his curioſity. He 
ſtepped immediately to the win- 
dow: — but what were his {cn- 
fations, when he bcheld . Miſs 
Thornby a-light and trip into the 


houſe, 
Mr. FORBES. 


I drink tea with you, Miſs Cor- 
bet: — it is Miſs Thornby ; — ſhe 
muſt 
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muſt not know I meant to go a- 
Way. 

Miſs Thornby felt an unuſual 
pleaſure at the fight of Mr. Forbes; 
whilſt Miſs Corbet exclaimed—but, 
my dear creature, how came I to 
be fo unexpectedly favoured with 


a vilit ? 
Miss THORNBY. 


It is a farewel one, Madam; — 
I am now to thank you for every 
civility I have received, as perhaps 
we ſhall not meet again for ſome 


time. 
MR. FORBES. 


I am ſorry to hear you talk of 
leaving London, Madam, — as my 
connexions will oblige me to con- 
tinue in it (or at leaſt within a few 
miles 


114 Tut NIECE; Ox, THz 


miles diſtance) for ſome weeks, — 
but I own myſelf a narrow being, 
and too apt to conſult my own hap- 
pineſs in preference to every other 
perſon's. 5 

Miss THORN BV. 

I. Sir, am fo totally detached 
from every pleaſing intimacy, that 
all places are pretty much the ſame 
in my eſtimation. 

Ms. FORBES. 

Can Miſs Thornby be fincere in 
this declaration ? 

Miss THOR NBY. 

Perfectly, Sir, though I confeſs 
at the preſent period, I rather re- 
joice than otherwiſe, in the ap- 
proaching change of ſcene; as 1 

flatter 
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flatter myſelf I ſhall find it ſome- 
thing more agreeable than thoſe 


I am now engaged 1n. 
MR. FORBES. 

May I take the liberty, Madam, 
to enquire your deſtination ? 

Miss THORNBY. 

Within a few miles of Bath, Sir! 

Ms. FORBES. 

O, Madam ! an important change 
indeed !— how many hearts will rue 
your appearance in that part of the 
world ? 

Miss THORNBY. 

I dont remember, Sir, in all your 
paſt converſation, I ever heard you 
utter an idle or unneceſſary thing; 
and am concerned the obſervation 


will hold good no longer, 


Miss 
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Miss CORBET. 
Bleſs me ! how my poor Mama 


is calling after her daughter, not 
knowing ſhe is fo agreeably en- 
gaged, — you will excuſe me one 
inſtant — (hurrying out of the 


parlour.) 
MR. FORBES. 


I will not take upon me to de- 
termine, Madam, whether chance 
or deſign has procured me the hap- 
pineſs I now enjoy; —but you will 
permit me to make my advantage of 
it—Can Miſs Thornby be at a loſs 


to gueſs my meaning ? 


Mrss THORNBY. 
You would not ſurely attempt, 
Sir, to convince me that even the 


beſt 


Hiſtory of SUKEY THORNBY. 117 


beſt of hearts are ſlaves to ſelf- 
intereſt, — I concluded all thoſe 
well-timed inſtructions you com- 
municated, flowed merely from ge- 
neroſity and humanity. — I greatly 
ſtood in need of ſuch a warning 
voice; — and perhaps their uſe- 
fulneſs may extend to my lateſt 


moments. 
MR. FORBES. 
My deareſt Madam, do not 


judge me ſo unjuſtly as to ſuppoſe. 


me capable of preſuming on that 
little merit: — in ſerving you, I 
only promoted my own felicity ;—I 
would not take a ſtep without your 
permiſſion, or Mr. Middleton ſhould 
long ſince have been made ac- 

quainted 
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acquainted with my humble wiſhes, 


Miss THORN BV. 
O ſpare me, fir, I beſeech you; 
for ever ſpare me in that particular. 
I am ſenſible, its true, that I have 


not been well uſcd, and my heart, 
perhaps from that conviction, may 
ſoon reſume its wonted liberty : — 
but my perſon is inevitably con- 
fined ; — the engagement is ſo ſa- 
cred, that parting man and wife 
would not be a more unworthy 


action. 
MR. FORBES, 


Miſerable circumſtance, — and 
this impreſſion you will carry with 
you from town, and leave me hope- 


leſs ? | 
M1ss 
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Miss THORNBY. 

Our acquaintance, fir, has as 
yet been a very ſhort one; — you 
have certainly diſcovered a humane 
and charitable nature: but I muſt 
acknowledge, my unhappy entan= 


glement out of the queſtion 
MR. FORBES, 


Do not add to my mortification, 


Madam ; — I am already but too 
deeply wounded. 
Miss CORBET. 

I am not, — I hope in my re- 
turn, — On my word you have juſt 
the appearance of a pair of diſcon- 
folate lovers, on the point of being 


ſeparated for a long, long period. 
„ 


Impertinent, ſaid Mr. Forbes to 


him- 
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himſelf. — Now muſt 1 loſe the 
little I had gained; for her giddy 
folly cannot but eraſe every im- 
preſſion of my tender attachment. 

Miss CORBET. 

It is aſtoniſhing that I have hi- 
therto kept clear of ſuch pretty 
ſoftneſſes, eſpecially as my diſpo- 
ſition, thougli volatile, has no in- 
conſiderable ſhare of the tendreſs— 
and I have been thrown in the way 
of both handſome and ſenſible 
mortals. es 


Ms. FORBES. 
Do not boaſt too much, Madam, 


the hour is not perhaps far diſtant, 
that by depriving you of your heart, 
may teach you to compaſſionate the 
ſufferings 
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ſufferings of your neighbour. — 

Miſs Corbet was preparing a very 
ſmart reply — when whom ſhould 
her mother abruptly introduce but 
Mr. Bampfield, to the unſpeakable 
confuſion of all parties. 

Bampfield was not ſo dull of ap- 
prehenſion, but he perceived his 
preſence was conſidered as an 
evil. 

BAMPFIELD. 

You will pardon me, Miſs Thorn- 
by, for my ſeeming intruſion, but 
your old attendant is ſo buſied in 
travelling preparations, that I was 
commiſſioned by your aunt to per- 
form his accuſtomed taſk, of wait- 
Ing on you home. 
„„ Miſs 
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Miſs Thornby bowed with as 


much compoſure as ſhe was capa- 


ble of, at the fight of a man, who 


occaſioned her the moſt mortifying 
recolleQions. — I ſhall be again in 
his power, (whiſpered her alarmed 
and apprehenſive heart) and who 
knows how far he may be tempted 
to abuſe it? — but to avoid the 


threatening danger, there ſeems but 


little proſpect. 


Mr. Forbes, with great preſence 


of mind, addreſſed Miſs Thornby as 


an old acquaintance, mentioned 
many circumſtances which had never 
occurred, and talked familiarly of 
ſcenes he had never been engaged in; 

but, 
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but, however vivacity enforced his 
countenance, or deceit fell from his 
lips, his ſoul was tortured with 
anguiſh, and his deſigns juſtifiable — 
ſhe has acknowledged herſelf ill- 


uſed, and the villain is in his aſpect: 


but I will not leave her this night, 
until I ſee her ſafe in her uncle's 
houſe ; and to-morrow, her journey 
with her aunt will remove her be- 
yond his reach, 


C3 AP, AV. 


BAMPFIELD begged Miſs 
Thornby would allow him to 
remind her that her next morning's 


32 expe- 
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. expedition would require her to be 


diſturbed at a very early hour. 


This intimation contributed not a 
little to increaſe poor Miſs Thorn- 
by's apprehenſions : — he is impa- 


tient to get me in his power, thought 
ſhe; and I have no other means of 

_ eſcaping, than laying every circum- 
ſtance of my unhappy conduct open 
to this company; — it is a truly 
deſperate remedy, yet muſt be made 
uſe of if no other occurs: — but 
how was ſhe relieved on Mr. Forbes 
declaring, that Miſs Corbet and 


himſelf would attend her into the 
city, in order to, prolong the plea- 
ſure they enjoyed. 

Excellent thought, exclaimed Miſs 
Corbet 3 


* 
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Corbet ; — really Forbes I hardly 
ſuppoſed you capable of ſo agreeable 
a ſuggeſtion. 

Bampfield appeared too much 
chagrined on the occaſion not to 
convince Mr. Forbes that he was 
by no means of Miſs Corbet's opi- 
nion. — I imagined a chair, 
madam, would have been moſt 
eligible, and have appointed one to 
wait your commands; but if this 


% 


gentleman and lady inſiſts 


We do poſitively inſiſt upon 
carrying our frolick into execution, 
returned Miſs Corbet, and 10 
will be no difficult matter to re- 
concile the chairmen to the diſap- 


pointment. | 
F-4 A 


T — 
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A coach was immediately ſent for: 
Bampfield, with a ſullen diſſatisfied 
air, preſented his hand to Miſs 
Thornby, whoſe heart bounded 
with honeſt exultation at the plea- 
ſing turn things had taken. 

Miſs Corbet indulged the paiety 
of her humour, during their little 
Journey, to the utmoſt — rallied 
Bampfield on his filence and reſerve, 
and invited him to viſit her in Miſs 
Thornby's abſence. 5 

Be aſſured, Madam, ſaid Bamp- 
field, not a little delighted with this 
laſt ſtroke, I will avail myſelf of 
your great civility ; —you muſt-not 
therefore be ſurpriſed if in a very 
few days you behold me once 
more at your door. 
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Your reception ſhall correſpond 
with your invitation, returned Miſs 
Corbet. 

Mr. Forbes preſumed gently to 
preſs Miſs Thornby's hand, when 
he aſſiſted her in getting out of the 
coach, as an indication of thoſe good 
wiſhes for her health and fafety, it 


was inconvenient to utter. Her 


— - » © ES 


uncle received her in the hall ; they 


took their leave, and the door was 


_— 


inſtantly. ſhut, and ſtrongly barri- 
caded. 


LY 
—— 


PPC 


Miss COR BET. 
There, Mr. Forbes, (laughing 


extremely at her own wit) the cloud 


« _- * 
— 
—— << — x ——— —— 8 


has received your Juno, and hid her 


for ever from your ſight. 
F 4 Ma. 


— 
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MR. FORBES. 
Malicious prophecies, Madam, 
are ſeldom fulfilled. You find, 
Miſs Corbet, accident has very 
propitiouſly began our work ; — 
that Bampfield is an arrant fortune- 


hunter, and diſappointed in one pur- 


ſuit, can unreluctantly commence 


another. 
e Miss COR BET. 


Lou read him but with little can- 
dour, Mr. Forbes. 
Mx. FORBES. 
No more of him, I beſeech you, 


Madam, he is abundantly too unwor- 


thy to furniſh a ſubject for Miſs 
of Thornby's friend. 

| B. =P Miss CORBET.. 

5 Vet, Sir, you would recommend 


him 
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him to me for a partner for life. 
Mx. FORBES. 


I would adviſe you, Madam, to 
harp no longer on that ſtring ; — 
your willingneſs to accept him is a 
ſufficient proof of your approba- 
tion: — but I that ſee him with 
other eyes, muſt take the liberty of 
mentioning him in different terms. 


. 


BAMP FIELD. 

I hope, Miſs Thornby, (as he 
led her through the hall) I may 
flatter myſelf with the ex pectation 
of ſpending one happy hour with 
you this laſt evening of your re- 
maining in town? | | 

Miss THORNBY. 
There is no need of explanation, 


3 you 


139 Tux NIECE; Os, Tas 


you well know you have forfeited 
your claim to every ſuch indulgence, 
and ought to deſpiſe me if I was 
capable of repeating it; — all our 
future meetings ſhall be public 
ones. 

BAMP FIELD. 

Fool that I am, (haſtily quitting 
her hand) not to have made a bet- 
ter uſe of the many opportunities 
fortune lent me: — yet a time may 
come, Miſs Thornby, when I ſhall 
have ample revenge. | 

* #* „„ # 
BAMPFIELD. 

Is there no poſſibility, Ben, of 

being even with this ſweet incon- 


ſtant? — ſhe denies me my uſual 


accels ; 
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acceſs; — could I not convey my- 
ſelf into her apartment without her 
knowledge ? 
| BEN. 

The door is open, maſter Bamp- 
field, and the buſineſs your own ; 
it does not appear to me that ei- 
t1er extraordinary courage or capa- 


city is neceſſary on the occaſion. 
SSL... 


Bampfield made no reply; but 
flipped immediately up ſtairs, to 
prevent a diſappointment ; and, 
having crept into a little cloſet 
in Miſs Thornby's room, had not 
the leaſt doubt but he ſhould bear 


all before him. 


Miſs T horny s reflections, as the 
F 6 fat 
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ſat at table with her aunt and uncle 
who had not quite ſupped when ſhe 
arrived, were, to the laſt degree, 
depreſſing and mortifying. 
All the miſery of my life, is 
derived from my having unfortu- 
nately connected myſelf with a 
man of no principles: — if Bamp- 
field had been honeſt, my views 
and wiſhes had terminated wholly 
in him. = 
Was there a poſſibility of his 
retrieving my good opinion, or was 
his fault but of ſuch a nature as 
either time could wipe off the re- 
membrance, or future worthy con- 
duct atone, with how much plea- 


ſure would I wait the moſt defirable 


period 3 
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period; — but ſuch a deliberate flow 
working inſiduous villain, ought 
and ſhall be for ever def; piſed. Theſe 
two years has he known me inno- 
cent and artleſs as infancy itſelf, — 
with the ſtrongeſt prepoſſeſſions in 


his favour even to the hazard of my 


intereſt, and hateful breach of pro- 
priety: — all which circumſtances, 
inſtead of endearing me to his 
heart, only incited him to take a 
cruel advantage of altogether, which, 
if ſucceſsful, would at once have 
robbed me of my virtue and re- 
poſe. — But his ideas are as groſs 
as his ſoul is corrupt; — it was 
his eſteem, his approbation, I ſought 
to fix, not invite his neglect 


and 
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and contempt. — Affection and ſen- 


b 
4 x 


ſuality are ſo widely oppoſite, 
that I am aſtoniſhed he could not 
_ diſcover by which I was actuated, 
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couragement to judge me hardly; — 
and that the girl that does not re- 
fuſe all that is inconſiſtent with de- 
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licacy and decorum, will ſoon be ſuſ- 
pected incapable of refuſing any 
thing. 

Mas. MIDDLETON, 

My dear, (to her huſband) we 
ſhall ſet off ſo ſoon in the mornin g. 
I do think it will be quite unneceſ- 
ſary for you to diſturb yourſelf; 

ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe I take my leave of you at 

the hour of retiring, and ſleep with 

Sukey for this one night ? 
Ma. MIDDLETON. 

Do not attempt, my love, to 
deprive me of the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing you depart. 

Mas. MIDDLETON. 
It is a pleaſure, mixed with ſo 


much pain, that it ought to be 
ſtudiouſly avoided. My fpirits, 
you know, are tender ; — and it 
is pretty plain what I have to 
expect from my moping companion. 
1 proteſt I ſhall never be able to 
perform the journey, unleſs you 
comply with my humour: — you 
ſhould not diſtreſs, but encourage 


and ſupport my natural en. 
R. 
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Ml. MIDDLETON.! | 
You ſhall do as you pleaſe (re- 
turned the fond indulgent huſband) 
—and do you hear, Sukey, I charge 
you tochear up, that you may amuſe 
your aunt, and render her as little 
* of fatigue as poſſible. 
Miss THORNBV. 
I will do every thing in my 
power, Sir. | — — 
Ma. MIpDLETrON. 
Your power, Miſs, (rather ſnap- 


iſhly) your power is not ſo much 


to be doubted as your will: — what 


can ſuch a girl, as you, have to 


hinder her being liyely and enter- 
taining ? | | 
Ms. MIDDLETON. 
She apes the fine Ladies, Mr. 


Mid- 


Hiſtory of SUKEY THORNBY. 137 


Middleton ; vapours are faſhionable, 
and my Niece Is —— 
Ma. MIDDLETON. 


A perverſe fool ; — is ſhe not ? 
Mas. MIDDLETON. 


Nay, my dear, dont put yourſelf 
in a paſſion, and ſet her a roaring ; 
how do you think I can introduce 
her at Sir Williams's, when ſhe has 
blubbered her eyes out ? 


EF VS GS 


Bampfield had pleaſed himſelf 
during this converſation in the par- 
lour with a thouſand pretty fan- 
cies; — he would reduce Miſs 


Thornby to due humility; — marry 


Miſs Corbet, and commence fine 
gentleman, — Miſs Thornby was 
undoubtedly the beſt calculated 


for 
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for a wife; but there was no for- 
tune to be come at; and at leaſt 
a proviſion would not be wanting 
with the other, which was ſufficient 
to ſilence all his objections. — He 


expected to meet with no ſmall dif- 


ficulty in ſubduing her pride, and 
reconciling her to what ſhe would 
call a vicious intercourſe but he 
would work upon her timidity, 
and obtain all his wiſhes, from 
threatening to expoſe her to the 
reſentment of her relations and the 
cenſure of the world, for her long 
acquaintance with him. He would 


be very private in his amour; — 


| nay, perhaps, not let even Ben or 


Betty into the ſecret, the more ef- 
fectually 
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fectually to recommend himſelf to 
her affections; — yet had ſhe not 
given him ſufficient provocation to 
deal hardly by her: — with what 
haughtineſs ſhe rejected his hum- 
ble requeſt of being admitted that 
night on the uſual terms, though 
ſhe had been flirting many hours 
with a fellow that could now mean 
him no good, and had once pub- 
lickly inſulted him. She had by 
her behaviour declared war, and 
muſt expect repriſals; nor ſhould 
ſne eſcape his utmoſt vengeance. 
Miſs Thornby having ſome few 
preparations to make, retired by her 


aunt's injunction one quarter of an 
hour ſooner than ſhe herſelf was 
diſpoſed 
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diſpoſed to do. The dread of meet. 
ing Bampfield operated ſo ſtrongly 
on her mind, as ſhe went up ſtairs, 
that ſhe ſtarted at her own ſhadow, 
and reſolved on entering her apart- 


ment, to ſatisfy herſelf that all was 


ſecure from his baſe intruſion, be- 
fore ſhe applied herfelf to the little 
buſineſs ſhe had to tranſact. She 


accordingly left the door open until : 


ſhe had examined every place ſhe 
thought dangerous. She tried the 
cloſet, but finding it locked, con- 
cluded Betty had the key with her 
at Hackney, and ſet down perfectly 
contented, a 
She had not, however, ſat long 
before ſhe perceived the lock of the 
cloſet 


Hiſtory of SUKEY THORNBY. 141 


cloſet door to turn, nor was ſhe one 
inſtant at a loſs to gueſs the cauſe ? 
It cannot but be juſtifiable, thought 
ſhe, to repel fraud, by fraud. Then, 
with great preſence of mind, ap- 
proaching the cloſet — Mr. Bamp- 
field, (in a lo voice,) be on 
your guard, my aunt will make me 
a viſit before ſhe goes to bed, —and 
ſince I- find you are determined to 
have ſome converſation with me, I 
will give you notice the moment you 
may appear with ſafety, till when, 
for both our ſakes, I hope you will 
lie concealed. 

Bampfield returned a ſoft reply, 
and as he was pleaſed to conſtrue 


this gentle caution, into a lucky 


142 Tas NIECE; Os, Tus 


omen, remained very compoſed, . 

The agitation of the young lady's 
ſpirits at this period, may much 
better be conceived: than deſcribed ; 
nor could ſhe forbear recollecting 
the agreeable and worthy addreſs 
and ſentiments of Mr. F orbes, not- 
withſtanding they were ſo unfa- 
vourable a contraſt for the gallant 
ſhe had then in her chamber. 

Mrs. Middleton being ſomewhat 
flow in her motions, Bampfield be- 
gan to have ſome ſuſpicion that 
Miſs Sukey had deceived him, —and 
once more unlocking the door, was 
| advancing to the place where ſhe 
fat, — but hearing Mrs. Middleton 
on the ſtairs, he immediately re- 

treated 
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treated to his hiding place, from 
whence he intended to gone forth, 
on the removal of all impediments, 
to the final accompliſhment of his 
moſt villanous purpoſe : — how 
then was he aſtoniſhed, chagrined, 
and diſappointed, when he under- 
ſtood, as he very ſoon did, from 

Mrs. Middleton's loud manner of 

expreſſing herſelf, that ſhe had taken 
up her reſidence with her niece for 
the whole night. 

Nothing but the condition of 
Tantalous was ever equal to his ; 
nay he was even reſtrained from 
complaint, that beſt conſolation of 
the wretched. 

His mind would perpetually lead 


him 
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him to the moſt mortifying antici- 
pations : amongſt the number of 
which, was the ridicule he ſhould 
incur with Ben for failing in fo 
great and flattering an attempt. — 
Now he reſolved to tell him he 
had ſucceeded before the odious in- 
terruption took place; — but con- 
ſcions of the abſurdity of ſuch a 
tale, that reſolution was ſoon diſ- 
carded. — He would marry Mils 
Corbet, as the ſureſt means of re- 
venge ; no treatment was bad e- 
nough for ſuch a little deceiver; ſhe 
was well appriſed of her aunt's in- 
tention, and he doubted not enjoyed 
the trick ſhe had played him; but 
the price ſhould be dear, and rigor- 
ouſly 
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rouſly exacted, nor would he ever 
ceaſe perſecuting her to the end of 
his life. 

Miſs Thornby's reflections were 
as little ſoothing as Bampfield's. 
What might be the conſequence of 
the innocent, the ſelf-defenſive de- 
ception ſhe had practiced, was a 
formidable apprehenſion, She im- 
agined ſhe could perceive the baſe 
and cruel ſpirit in his countenance, 
that ſhe was convinced predomi- 
nated in his breaſt, and however, 
providence had for that time deli- 
vered her, ſhe had but ſmall reaſon 
to flatter herſelf ſhe was ſecure for 
the future. Her aunt, indeed, 
| talked of leaving her in Somerſet- 
Vo. II. G ſhire; 
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ſhire; — but it was on ſuch terms 


as ſhe had rendered impracticable:.— 
for ſhould Mr. Hinchinbrooke be 
ever ſo inclined to compleat the 


' wiſhes of her family, nothing but 
the death of Bampfield could ſet 
her free. Thus: a ray of ſatisfaction 
no ſooner dawned on her heart, 
than -it was totally obſcured ; — 
the very journey ſhe heard menti- 

oned with delight, and would in- 
fallibly have anſwered many happy 
purpoſes, had from a ſingle ſug- 
geſtion occaſioned the moſt alarm- 
ing and unfavourable aſpect; for in 
all probability her aunt would en- 
deavour to promote the defired u- 
nion; — then muſt all her ill con- 
| J- duct 
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duct be revealed, and ſhe perhaps 
driven out from the protection and 
favour of thoſe friends ſhe had fo 
boldly renounced, when, ſhe, dared. 
to diſpoſe of herſelf without either. 
their conſent or knowledge. The 
evil was nevertheleſs irremidable; 
and her only reſource patience and. 
reſignation. 


CHAP. XVI. 


BEN. called the ladies at : four 


o' clock; their coffee Was 
on the table, and the chaiſe at the 
door. Miſs Thornby caſt a look at 
the cloſet, - ſighed at the neceſſity 
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for treating a man, ſhe had once 
loved, fo contemptuouſly ; and hur- 
ried down to prevent his having an 
opportunits of torturing her with 
reproaches. 

Mrs. Middleton was too well af- 
fected towards the journey to admit 
of needleſs delays; they were there - 
fore ſoon ſeated in their conveyance, 
and reached Hounſlow with alacrity 


and expedition. 


But to roll on ſmooth and unin- 
terruptedly is not the lot of mor- 
tality, a leſſon Mrs. Middleton very 


unwillingly learnt ſoon after her 


alighting at the Red Lyon, in the 
abovementioned town; for there the 
horſe was taken ill, and Ben was of 


opinion 
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opinion it would be impoſlible for 
them to proceed any further that 
night. | 

Mrs. Middleton, now for the 
firſt time, became ſenſible of the 
folly of travelling in her own 
carriage. — I wonder, Ben, your 
maſter and you could not fore- 
| ſee the diſadvantages we ſhould 
be at, and adviſe the machine : but 
you are both of you remarkable for, 
what I confeſs I have this once 
been guilty of — After-thought.— 
I beg you will take all imaginable 
care of the poor beaſt, as I would 
on no conſideration, be retarded 
for more than this one even- 


ing. 


You muſt, Sukey, amuſe 
G 3 your- 
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yourſelf in the beſt manner you can ; 
my early rifing has fo exceedingly 
diſordered me, that without a little 
repoſe I ſhall be unable to proceed; 
1 by no means deſire to confine 
you. 10 Al 
Ben repaired to the ſtable, and 
Miſs Thornby, to avoid all conver. 
Ation with him, as ſhe appre- 
hended he might return before her 


aunt awaked, walked a Inte $. 


== the heath, © 

She had walked only a few yards, 
before ſhe perceived two gentlemen 
on Horſe- back, at ſome diſtance, 
that ſeemed to obſerve her with par- 
ticular attention, — and one of 
them, at length diſmounting, and 


deliverin g 
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delivering his horſe to his compa- 
nion's care, appatently advanced 
with an intention to join her. 

The morning was fine, and her 
motives for quitting the inn of ſuch 
a nature, that all thou ghts of return- 
ing were hateful” to her; — but 
fearful of the conſequences of the 
ſtrangers approach, ſhe began to 
look upon it as the ſmalleſt evil; — 
the therefore ſuddenly "reverſed het 
ſteps, and would urterly Habe 
avoided "the renoountef, if a Voices 
ſhe was well Acquainted with, Had 
not removed all her apprehenſions, 


except thoſe of wan Ane wy 
Ben. * 
1 8 | MR. FORBES. | {11 0 
Is it poſſible Miſs Thornby can 
G 4 fly 
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fly her friend, her mnitor; — or 


have incurred her diſpleaſure ? 


in this * of the world? 


prived me of reaping the advantage 


by my friend Mr. Jacomb, who has 


— 
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can I, indeed, be ſo unhappy as to 


Miss THORNBY. 
Mr. Forbes cher heart palpatat- 


ing in an uncommon manner) I lit- 
tle expected to have ſeen you, Sir, 


| F O RB ES. 
The Ex Ag chance on earth, 


Madam, has thus thrown me in 
your way, though 1 the ſun, by ob- 
ſtruQing my view, very nearly de- 


of it; Your departure from town 
was a circumſtance that fat too un- 


eaſily upon me, not to be perceived 
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a houſe on the other fide the heath, 
and whom I met ata tavern, juſt after 
I had parted with Miſs Corbet. 
The evening was delightful, and 
he inſiſted upon my getting into 
a poſt ehaiſe immediately after our 
ſupper, and giving him my com- 
pany at the heath for a few days at 
leaſt, in hopes that mirth and good- 
fellowſhip would reſtore my mind 
to its wonted tranquility, But I 
have reaſon to believe the experi- 
ment would not have anſwered his 
wiſhes, — We cannot, Miſs Thorn- 
by, forego a proſpect of felicity un- 
reluctantly, — and I had flattered 
myſelf with enjoying many happy 
interviews with you, by Miſs Cor- 
G 5 bet's 


4 
82 
. 
E ; 
. 
5 
by, 
J 
J 
1 

1 

65 
þ 


3 8 1 Err 
— — 44 ng 


154 Tnk NIECE: Os, ras 

bet's means; who is peculiar for 
govd-nature and perſuitBleneſs of 
diſpoſition : : — but Why do we 
continue fixed to this ſpot? (with 
an agrecable earneſtneſs) Indeed, 
Madam, you muſt either purſue 


your viſible intention of walking 
farther on the heath, t muſt 


* "> 
* 


10 


take my leave. 


Miss THORNBY. 
I will neither-deny 3 my intention, 


Sir, (ſmiling) nor decline the proſe- 
cution of it, though 1 ſhould even 


incur the very farcaſm you have juſt 


| 10 


now caſt on Miſs Corbet's compli- 4 


9 


ableneſs. hap 


* 77 X 
o * . 
1 1 A 


MR. F ORB Es. 
You ought not to be ſatitical, * 


Madam, 


% 


Hiſtory of SUKEY THORNBY.* 155 


Madath, as m regard alone fön ydl 
is the Gauſs of that effect; — fot * 
aſſured; Miſs Thornby, that Had F 
formed tlie moſt utjuſtifiable Plots 
againſt you, innocent and defenbelefs 


0 
as you are, the would not have re- 


fuſed her 3 afliſtance in the execution 
of them. 1 do not mention this 
merely to expoſe Miſs Corbet to 
your diſapprobation, but to convince 
you how improper an acquaintance 
ſhe is for the unſuſpecting and 
artleſs. 3 1b va 
NMI T HORN Bx. 
I am obliged to you, Sir; you 


intimated ſomething of the ſame 


nature at Ranelagh; but though I 


then determined never to gi ve into 
G 6 any 
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any public ſchemes of amuſement 

with her, I did not entirely renounce 

the connexion, which if Iever ſhould 

return to London again, ſhall moſt 
certainly. be the caſe. 

Ms. FORBES. 
Return ! (viſibly alarmed) what 
can Miſs Thornby mean? I un- 


derſtood you was only going to pay 


a viſit. 
Miss T HORNBY. 


That is our literal intention, Sir; 
but you are ſenfible many acci- 
dents may defeat it. 


Mx. FORBES. 
Mortality, I am well convinced, 


my dear Madam, is but ill fecured 
from accident: — but I fear — O 
Miſs Thornby, you are diſcompoſed. 

00S 
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I fear this viſit will fatally blaſt all 
my pleaſing expectations. 


Miss THORNBY. 
dis 


Under any other circumſtances 
your behaviour would greatly diſ- 
treſs me; but fettered as I am, it 
is my duty to remove every incon- 
venient impreſſion. You have ſeen 
my uncle's clerk, — he is the un- 
doubted maſter of my deſtiny, an 
irrevocable yow ſubſiſts between us: 
I own I have lately received ſome 
diſguſt, but time and reflection, 
I hope, will render him the very 
man I once believed him to be. | 
Mx. FORBES. 
Cruel, Miſs Thornby, why age 
gravate a calamity that is in itſelf 
ſuf- 
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ſufficien ty | inſupportable? — You 
told me the ſame hateful particulars 
at a Former period ; but there 
are many vows, that there i 1s more 
virtue in breaking than fulfilling, 
and it 18 plain yours is of that num- 
ber, or you would never have had 
reaſon to be © difatisfied with the 


F % 


highly 1 favoured mortal. 


| Mis THORNBY. 
Alas! Sir, you deceive yourſelf? ? 
no unworthineſs on his part, or 


inclination on mine, can ever cancel 


the ſacred engagement; the ma- 


trimonial tye is not diſſolved by 


common vices or snd, it is 
alone the hand of death that can 


in any degree affect it. 
Mr, 
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Ms. FORBES. 

I beſeech you, Madam, not to 
be too rigid, — ſhould Bampfield 
enter into any new connection, (his 
tenets and yours are widely differ- 
ent) would you not conceive your- 
{lt releaſed ? 

Miss THORNBY. 

Lam forry, Sir, to find you an 
advocate in fo bad a cauſe I have 
called heaven to witneſs, that dur- 
ing his life, — his life, Sir, no ſav- 
ing clauſe for contingences, that T 
will never give my hand or heart 


to another. 8 
TY 


Mx. FORBES. | 3 
NMay, at leaſt, the latter part of 

wn TTCD" 4 

Four promiſe be out of your own 


power, 
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power, Madam ; — for though you 


was to perſiſt in your ſingular no- 
tions of integrity, it would be great 
conſolation to me to find you could 
not withhold your affections from 
a man that knows their utmoſt 
value. | TR Fd 
MIS THORNBY. 

1 believe, Sir, I have already told 
you, and I muſt now repeat it, that 
gratitude and friendſhip are the 
only ſentiments my heart is capable 
of feeling, where you are concerned: 
I know not why, but notwith- 
ſtanding the ſtrong impreſſions I 
have imbibed in your favour, I have 
always found a kind of natural re- 
pugnance to eyery idea that is incon- 

ſiſtent 
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ſiſtent with the fontiments I have 
profeſſed. — I ſhould not have 
thought of examining myſelf fo par- 


ticularly, if your expreſſions and 


behaviour had not incited me to it ; 
if you will accept my friendſhip, 
my ſiſterly friendſhip, I now freely 
offer it you; — but do not once 


deceive yourſelf, — for neither time, 
the utmoſt aſſiduities on your part, 


nor an indiſputable releaſe from Mr. 

Bampfield, could . the 

ſmalleſt alteration in me. 
Mx. FORBES. 

Give me then your friendſhip, 


and I will endeavour to conceal my 
every other wiſh. Friendſhip is 
the beſt, the moſt valuable founda- 


tion 
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tion for love to! bolt on; but 
however high or fair a ſtraQture 
my fond imagination way tempt me 
to raiſe, it ſh all” nevet be pre⸗ 
ſented for 'yout a aectptance, unleſs 
a dawn of Arenen, ſhould | 
break forth. A Fi \ 3H > 4 
S210 20 Miss HORNET 7 
Then henceforth. We are pt 
$19; on of my Gm. fu e 
have been moſt dligible;\— but T 
am exeluded from all poſſibility 
of forming the ſoothing enen; 
and allow me to ſay, that it would 
be extremely cruel, ever to deſtroy 
the pappineſs F* khall derive” from 
our amicable intercourſe, by aſſüm- 
ing atiother character, — you pro- 
mife me —— MR. 
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M. FORBES. 
My good Miſs Thornby, you 
muſt excuſe me there; I will, indeed, 


promiſe. that both my expreſſions 
and conduct ſhall be regulated by 


your will, yet if my heart is ſome- 


times rebellious, I ſhall be ſuffici- 
ently puniſhed, — may I not pre- 
ſume to aſk what family — 


Miss THORNBY: T_T 

I perceive, Sir, we are not un- 
obſerved, — Ben is WOE 
and I can only + * 


WP 1 <> « * 


* * 5 * 
"7 EN. | 
Miſs Sukey, your aunt is ftiring,, 
and the horſe is better; — your 
company is deſired at the inn (caſt- 


ing 
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ing a ſly, though not unfavourable 
glance at Mr. Forbes). 
M. FORBES. 

Tam glad to ſee you, Mr. Benja- 
min, (familiarly ſhaking him by the 
hand) Miſs Corbet has frequently 

told me how valuable a perſon you 
are, and I honour you not a little. I 
was far from expecting to meet your 
young lady at this place ; but I have 
a friend whoſe houſe is ſituated only 
half a mile from the ſpot we are 
now on, where I often viſit ; and 
if you can contrive to call there in 
your return, I can promiſe you a 
good reception. , 

BEN, 

Thank you, Sir, I am going 


> a 
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a long journey, and ſhall not 


be back this week at leaſt, and per- 


haps you may be gone to London in 
that time. 


Ma. FORBES. 24D 
No, no, Mr. Ben, I ſhall con- 


ſiderably out-ſtay the period you 


mention, and will depend on ſecing 
you. — Miſs Thornby (added he 
bowing) I wiſh you an agreeable 
ride. — You wont fail to call, Mr. 
Benjamin? 
BEN. 
Why, look you, Sir, — I always 


make a point of obliging my maſter 
and miſtreſs; to be ſure, it is but 


a little out of the way, and a few 
hours would not be miſſed, yet I 


would 
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would rathen have my miſtreſſes 
leave; — ſhe is alone, and as you 
are Miſs Corbet's friend, would . 
dare fay be glad to ſee you: ſup- 
pole I ſtep on, and tell her you are 
coming ? 25 5 

Ms. F ORB ES. 

With your leave, Miſs 1 


1 THORNBY. 
I have no objection, Sir, provided 


— 2 


the viſit is properly explained. 
Ms. FORBES. 

Mr. Ben will take care of that 
particular: — you will remember, 
Ben, to fay that I am the perſon 
Miſs Corbet brought to ab 
| BEN. 
| "Lot me alone, Sir, (poſting away 
| with 
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with the utmoſt ſatisfaction . 
had already ſtruck him, that he 

ould make advantage of the in- 
cident.) — This ſame Bampfield, 
{ "ſaid he to himſelf has made a very 
bungling ſort of buſineſs of it; and 
indeed, on reflection, I am amazed 
I could expect any other at his 
hands ; ; — yet, had he even won 
the lady, the fortune might have 
remained for a long time ; doubtful ; 
whereas this gentleman, who is evi- 
dently ſmitten with Miſs Sukey, has 
property in his immediate poſſeſſion, 
and a handſome fee would do won- 
drous well, — Maſter Middleton 
would not, in ſuch a caſe, be hard 
to work on, and Bampfield, once 
diſ- 
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diſmiſſed, my young miſtreſs is tov 
ſoft and tender to reſiſt the autho- 
rity of her relations, and a new lovers 
perſuaſions : — thus might all my 
ſchemes be effected at one ſtroke. 


* „ * * 


BEN. 

What fay you, miſtreſs, to a viſit 

from an old acquaintance ? — I will 

be bound you would not gueſs the 
perſon in a whole month. 

Mrs. Middleton bridled at this 
intimation; ſhe had for ſome time 
affected company prodigiouſly, and 
conceived ſhe ſhone in her recep- 
tion and entertainment of them. 

Mas. MIDDLETON. | 

My head-dreſs, Ben, is rather diſ- 
compoſed ; — but tell me, — what 
perſon 
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perſon have you picked up at this 
diſtance from London? as I can 
then be a judge whether it is ne- 
eeſſary to give myſelf the trouble to 
adjuſt it. 7 


BEN. 
You remember the gentleman 
that admired our Miſs Polly fo at 
Hackney with Miſs Corbet ? _ 


Mas. MIDDLETON. 
Bleſs me! Ben, I would not for 
a hundred pounds he ſhould ſee 
me in this condition; — he is a 
gentleman of taſte and breeding, 
and 1 like him extremely. 
Ben found he had not miſtaken 


flew up ſtairs to correct the i impro- 
 Vou. N. H prieties 


his cue: and whilſt his miſtreſh | 
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prieties in her appearance, he con- 
gratulated himſelf on his ex traordi- 
nary genius and abilities. 
Miss Thornby's heart, as ſhe was 
unappriſed of her aunt's favourable 
diſpoſition towards her companion, 
horribly miſgave ber, when ſhe en- 
tered the Inn yard; but Ben ad- 
vancing with a delighted cotinte- 
nance, ſoon diſpelled her fears, by 
bidding Mr. Forbes welcome in 
his miſtreſs's name, and "uſhered 
him into the parlou. 
Mrs. Middleton received Mr. 
Forbes with abundant complai- 
fance.— An unexpected pleaſure, 
Sir, is doubly” agreeable ;'»how 
would your little favourite have 
272714 * rejoic ed 
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rejoiced if ſhe had been here? 
Mr. Forbes, though utterly a- 
verſe to every ſpecies of deceit, 


was tempted on this occaſion to 
improve the hint with which Mrs. 
Middleton had furniſhed him re- 
ſpecting Miſs Polly; and launched 
out into the higheſt encomiums 
on the little prattler; nor did Mrs. 
Middleton, in the character of a 
tender parent, though imbibing to 


intoxication the praiſes of her dar- 
ling, appear to a diſadvantage in his 
ſight.. | 1 | F 
Dinner was brought in, Mrs. 
Middleton rather bounded beyond 
the mark in civility ; but Mr. 
Forbes was no ill-natured obſerver, 
| H 2 the 
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the heart, not the head, being ever 
the principal object of his conſider- 
ation. N 
There is an irreſiſtable charm in 
true politeneſs; at once to pleaſe, 
and ſeem pleaſed, is the moſt grate- 
ful recommendation. — Mrs. Mid- 
dleton inſen/ibly experienced this 
truth; ſhe knew not, indeed, to 


analize the matter, and place every 
operation to its due ſpring z — the 
ſimple conviction was the criterion 


with her: — in conſequence of 


h, ſhe begged the gentleman 

(fo ſhe had not as yet learnt his 
name) to rank Mr. Middleton and 
Herſelf amongſt the number of his 
friends, and affured him ſhe ſhould 


Us 
— 


at 
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at all times be glad to ſee him, 
either in town or country. 

Mr. Forbes would have attended 
them part of their journey ; but Mrs. 
Middleton would not permit him. 
« We will not take you from your 
friend, leſt the incivility ſhould be 
cetaliated at ſome future period 
for you muſt know, Sir, that to be 
diſappointed in ones expectation of, 
or to have an agrecable viſitor torn 
from one is to me the greateſt morti- 
fication in life. 

Mr. F . was obliged to com- 
ply with her injunctions; but not- 
withſtanding his perſon was with- 
drawn, his heart ever continued 
with his beloved Miſs Thornby. 


H 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP III. 


_— William, Lady Hinchin- 
brooke, the young gentleman, 
and lady, met them at the Devizes. 
Ben hugged himſelf j as he had a 
ſtrong, though unprovoked, anti- 
pathy to Mr. Hinchinbrooke, with 
the hopes of defeating his too ap- 
parent wiſnes. 74 
Mrs. Middleton quitted the chaiſe, 
and Ben reſigning his charioteerſhip, 
at Mr. Hinchinbrooke's requeſt, was 
accommodated with a horſe, by 
which means all the younger part 
of the company were enabled to go 
together. 1 


Miss. 
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Miss. HI NCHINBROOKE. 

Thus(taking Miſs Thornby's hand, 
ſo ſoon as they were clear of the 
town) are we once more reunited. 
I believe our intimacy was inter- 
rupted when we were oply fix 
years old, yet can I recollect many 
endearing circumſtances of that early 
attachment, that ought- to give us 
very different impreſſions, of each 
other than thoſe of common ac- 
quaintance z — you muſt excuſe 
me, Miſs Thornby, but you was 
ſo wrapt up in reſerves at our laſt 
meeting, that it forbade the claim 
I am now encouraged to maße to 
your affection and friendſhip. 


H 4 Miss 
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Miss THORNBY, 

Spare me the recollection, Ma- 
dam, as 1 would avoid the repe- 
tition of ſuch abſurdity, — I can- 
not Took back to what you mention 
without confuſion and regret ;—my 
mind was then under the unhappy 
dominion of prejudice, — you muſt 
not be inquiſitive, however extra- 

ordinary the confeſſion, — but that 
days behaviour was not ſelf dictated; 
Lam naturally open and ſociable, 
as 1 doubt not but I ſhall hereafter 

convince you. 


Mx. HINCHINBROOKE. 
Bleſſed acknowledgement, — 1 
too have demands even of a prior 
date to my ſiſter's, on your friendly 


conſi- 
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conſideration; — If you confirm 
hers, you cannot invalidate mine. 
Miss THORNBY,. 
You ſhall find me juſt, Sir— 
(with ſweet complacence.) 
Ma. HINCHINBROOKE, 
And generous alſo, — or your 
countenance and heart but little cor- 


reſpond. How impatiently have 1 
waited the arrival of this happy pe- 
riod ? — It is however at length 
arrived, and ſhall be enjoyed to the 
utmoſt, 
| Many pleaſing and recommenda- 

tory things were ſaid on all ſides, — 
and nothing ſeemed, wanting to 

compleat the general ſatisfaction. 
But, O, ye men of wiſdom, tay, 
ms” 8 
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if you can, why the hand of evil uſu- 
ally reaches us in the hour of our 
n enjoyment FL 

They were now going down a 
hill, — when the horſe unfortunatly 
ſtumbled with his happy burthen ; 
and in endeavouring to recover him- 
ſelf, overthrew the chaiſe in ſuch 
a manner, that in all probability 
they muſt have been greatly hurt, 
if Ben had not bei up to ow aſ- 
ſiſtance. 

Mr. diesen and his ſiſter 
were terrified beyond meaſure, on 
perceiving Miſs Thornby' 8 face all 
covered with blood. | 70M 
Ms. HINCHINBROOKE.” 
What will become of me !—the 


lovelieſt 
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lovelieſt features on earth are not 
ſecure from misfortune ; — why 
did not my harder frame ſuſtain the 
hurt ſhe has ſo fatally received: — 
there was no houſe in view, — down 
ſet the young gentleman on a ſtone, 
ſtill ſupporting the nnn 
girl in his arms. 
M.iſs Hinchinbrooke ü afforded 
her the - beſt; help ſhe was capable 
of, — and ſhe ſoon recovered her 
compoſure; — but on examination 
it appeared that her head was cut, 
though not deſperatel . 
The young gentleman propoſed 
Ben's riding to the firſt inn, to 
procure. them a poſt-chaiſe, — that 
the wound might be frefſed 
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with the utmoſt expedition at 
They left the Devizes with the 
reſt of the company, but the tired 
horſe was incapable of keeping 
vc 
it was at laſt agreed that Ben 
ſhould return to the inn they had 
quitted; to avojd alarming their 
friends by ſuddenly overtaking 
them; — he accordingly ſet off, 
and ſoon executed their commands. 
Miſs Thornby was ſo exceed- 
ingly pleaſed with Mr. Hinchin- 
brooke's tenderneſs and aſſiduity, 
that ſhe more than ever regretted 
the errors ſhe had fallen into. How 
natural it is (thought ſhe) for a 


* * 


— young 
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young mind to- believe that the firſt 
impreſſion it receives, mult for ever 
endure. Where the object is meri- 
torious no doubt but that affection 
is ſtrongeſt, that earlieſt ſtrikes 
root; — Love when ſtrengthened 
and confirmed by eſteem is in its 
higheſt perfection, but the former 

cannot long ſubſiſt without the 
latter, as the eye cannot long be 
ſatisfied, where the judgment con- 
demns. Bampfield was the only 
being 1 had an opportunity of 
converſing with; — but I am 
ſhocked to think I could miſtake 
the approbation an agreeable coun. 
tenance ' inſpired, for abſolute at- 
tachment ; — had Betty not che- 

N riſhed 
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riſhed the folly, — yet it is in 
vain to recolle& the mortifying 
particulars, which no contrition 
can relieve. 

Ben was very expeditious; the 
condition in which he left Miſs 
Thornby terriſied him. — A fine 
buſineſs, indeed, thought he, if all 
my hopes are blaſted by ſuch an 
accident as this. * 
They immediately put themſelves 
into the chaiſe, and leaving Ben to 
take care of his maſter's. horſe-and 
carriage, ordered the man to drive 
as faſt as poſſible to Bath. — Miſs 
Thornby found her head very 
troubleſome, but forbore all com- 
plaint, as the anxiety her friends 
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were under, required no addition. 
The coach and four, keeping 
one continued eaſy pace, was in 
the courſe of half an hour's riding, 

overtaken - by the ſwift flying 
chaiſe, n f h u 

The young gentleman was of 
opinion that they had better con- 
ceal themſelves by drawing up the 
blinds, than to give their friends 
unneceſſary uneaſineſs, before they 


knew the importance of the acci- 
dent; — they did fo, — and, in a 


ſhort time afterwards, reached the 

defired place. 

Miſs Thornby attempting to riſe, 

as Mr. and Miſs Hinchinbrooke 

alighted, had the mortiſication to 
find 
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find herſelf too weak to quit her 

Mr. Hinchinbrooke had no idea 
of her being ſo ill, — but found 
the landlord's aſſiſtance requiſite 


to convey her into the houſe. 
Ma. HINCHINBROOKE. 
To your care, fiſter, I muſt com- 
mit Miſs Thornby, — and 1 am 


very ſenſible you want no incite- 
ment to render her the moſt ten- 
der ſervices ; — but remember, your 
brother's peace and happineſs wholly 
depends on her well doing. 

Mr. Hinchinbrooke returned in 
an inſtant with a ſurgeon of emi- 
nence.'— I need not inform you, 
Sir, which is your patient, — the 

lovely, 


4 
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lovely, but alarming langour of 
that countenance, is too intelligent 
not to be underſtood, 

The ſurgeon having ſearched the 
head, declared the wound to be 
a very flight matter, and that he 
had no fear of its being wall 
in a few days. 4 

A doubtful kind of Lanes 
enlightened the young gentleman's 
eyes; — it will be an anxious pe- 
riod, Sir, — for nothing leſs than 
the perfect re-eſtabliſhment of Miſs 
Thornby's health, can appeaſe my 
apprehenſions. 

| The ſurgeon ſmiled, — he was 
equally ſenfible and humane, — and 


could at once account for, and 
excuſe 
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excuſe Mr. Hinchinbrooke's | feel- 
ings, as the object was fo abun- 
dantly engaging. He recommend- 
ed reſt and compoſure, and taking 
a polite leave, obſerved, that he 
was convinced all injunctions for 
care and attendance were needleſs, 
as the Lady ſeemed to be caſt in the 
hands of her beſt friends. 
Friends I repeated Mr. Hinchin- 
brooke, as the gentleman quitted 
the room, who could withhold 
their friendſhip? but recollecting 
himſelf, — you are not to be diſ- 
turbed Miſs Thornby, and I will 
be ſilent. n 

Mr. Hinchinbrooke was once 


more obliged to quit his charge, 


in 
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in order to inform his father, mother 
and Mrs. Middleton, of what had 
happened. 25 Ay COVERS * 
Sir William and his: Lady: ex- 
preſſed the moſt friendly concern 
for Miſs Thornby, but Mrs. Mid- 
dleton was neither ſo amicably or 
compaſſionately diſpoſed. Her fea- 
tures having for ſometime under- 
gone ſeveral unpleafant changes; . 
ſhe at length broke out into _ 


| _ reſentful terms: 
Mas. ee 


I cannot imagine how the fool 
could think of truſting herſelf 
with any other perſon than Ben, 
who is accuſtomed to the reins ; — 
but ſhe is of ſo abſurd and Vielding 
aa a dif- 
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a diſpoſition, that ' ſhe would not 
refuſe breaking her neck to gy 
her company. 

Mr. Hinchinbrooke could not 
ſuppreſs his chagrin. 

Ms. HINCHINBROOKE, 

I little expected, Madam, ſuch 
a reflection from you on this occa- 
ſion, I preſume you do not deem 
Mr. Ben . infallible, — neither his 
cate nor {kill, I have the vanity 
to think, could have ſurpaſſed my 
own ; — indeed if he is poſſeſſed 
of any ſecret for averting accidents, 
I was much to blame, — but an 
accident of the fame nature might 
have fallen to the lot of a much 
wilar, and infinitely more expe- 


rienced 
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| rienced man; then taking his fa- 
ther aſide, he beſought him not to 
let Mrs. Middleton viſit her niece, 
as her diſpoſition was ſo appa- 
rently ill- calculated for offices of 
tenderneſs and condolence. 

Sir William cloſed entirely with 
his ſon's opinion; — and on Mrs, 
Middleton's propofing to go to 
Sukey, he adviſed they ſhould. 
proſecute their journey, and leave 
his ſon and daughter to conduct 
the young lady, ſo foon as 
ſhe recovered her fright and fatigue. 
Mrs. Middleton appeared averſe to 
this propofition; Sir William whiſ- 
pered, that it would give his ſon 
no ſmall conſequence with her niece, 


on 
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on which ſhe immediately con- 
ſented, and they quitted Bath to the 
great ſatis faction of the yYOUNg gen- 
tleman, ho returned to the inn 
with fear and trembling, leſt he 
ſhould find things worſe than he 
had reported them. How little do 
we ſhort ſighted mortals know 
what will or will not be productive 
of happineſs to us; two hours ago 
I would not have changed condi- 
tions with the greateſt monarch, 
and now, perhaps, the walls of 
Newgate contains many, | lighter 
hearts than mine. The firſt mo- 
ment I beheld Miſs: Thornby, I 
became her great admirer ; and it 
was the hope and promiſe of enjoy- 


ing 
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ing her company in the country, 
that ſupported: me in the tedious 


ſeparation I have experienced. Per- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


plexity at that time dwelt in her 
aſpect, and reſerve was conſpicuous 
in every action; yet I loved her; 
and flattered myſelf that thoſe little | 
forbidding articles were merely de- | 
rived from a retired ſi tuation, and 

the unkind treatment of her rela- 

tions. — The weeks moved ſlowly 

on — until the cauſe of that per- 

plexity removed the effect had like- 

wiſe ceaſed : — ſhe arrived; ſweet- 

neſs and ſociability ſhone forth in 

every feature; — we converſed on 

the eaſieſt, the moſt delightful 

terms, when, in the inſtant of 

es ſelf- 
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ſelf- congratulation and triumph, 
this evil fell upon us; and how 
fatal it may prove in its conſequence, 
is beyond all human penetration. 
The young gentleman was how- 
ever ſoon convinced that the ſug- 
geſtions of fear, and the fore. 
bodings of calamity, are widely 
different; for, on enquiry, he had 
the pleaſure to find Miſs Thornby 


much better than even when he 


left her; — and they paſſed an a- 
greeable evening. 

Mr. Alexander, the ſurgeon, re- 
peated his viſit the next day. Miſs 
Thornby received him with a ſmil- 
ing aſpe&. I fancy, Sir, you will 
foon diſcover that I have been more 
frightened than hurt. It 


Hiſtory of SUKEY THORNBY. 193 
Ms: ALEXANDER. 


It is fo unuſual, Madam, at 
leaſt in the opinion of the world, 
for our profeſſion to rejoice in the 
ſpeedy recovery of a patient, that 
perhaps I ſhall only expoſe my ſin- 
cerity to ſuſpicion, if I declare, that 
on this occaſion, I ſhall have more 
real ſatisfaction in pronouncing my 
care unneceſſary, than I ever yet 

derived from the moſt profitable at- 
tendance. 
As Miss Thornby has to pre- 
pare her head for inſpection, Mr. 
Hinchinbrooke, notwithſtanding 
appearances were ſo fo vourable, 
changed countenance ; which Mr. 
Alexander obſerving, — you had. 
Vor. II, {S$-- better 
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better retire, Sir; cowardly optics 
are uncommonly magnifying, and 
I muſt not have mountains made 
of mole- hills. 


Mz. HINCHINBROOKE. 
| Your, advice may be very judi- 
cious, but I ſhall not comply with 
it, Sit; — reports cannot be ſo ſatis- 
factory, as the evidence of our 
own ſenſes. 


Mx. ALEXANDER. 

Then, Sir, here is inſtant con- 
viction for you 3— the lady may 
purſue her journey when ever the 


_ 


Na. 'HINCHINBROOKE. 
Happy declaration; 3.— the pur- 

poſe, the deſire of my heart will not 

| then 


Hiſtory of SUKEY THORNBY. 195 


then be much longer diſappointed ; 

I have formed a thouſand ſchemes 
of amuſement: — for to divert 
and ſerve Miſs Thornby, will be 
my higheſt ambition. 

Nothing was ever more ex- 
preſſive or beautiful than Mr. 
Hinchinbrooke's countenance whilſt 
he was ſpeaking ; pleaſure gave his 
eyes to ſparkle and his check to 
glow, and his whole ſoul ſeemed 
to have received new animation. 

Charming youth, (thought 
Miſs Thornby) what an ami- 
able contraſt to a certain young 


fellow I have been acquainted 
with, Though infinitely in- 
ferior to you even in perſonal ac- 

12 com pliſh- 
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compliſhments; as ſelf-attention'and - 
ſelf-gratification were the beginning 
and end of all his actions and pur- . 
ſuits. Mr. F orbes, indeed, taught 
me in ſome degree to detect the im- 
poſtor ; — but your features ſpeak 
a language beyond . meaſure intel- 
ligent; — and, if unſuggeſted by 
love, may too probably ' excite it. 
But what have I to do with love!— 
O Bampfield, imprudence, inexpe- 
rience, and your ungenerous be- 
haviour, - have entailed perpetual 
mortification on all my future 
days. | 
Ma. ALEXANDER. 
But my young gentleman, * 
muſt take leave to obſerve, that 
there 
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there is no ſmall merit in my con- 
duct; — by detaining this lady at 
Bath, I ſhould have given myſelf 
an opportunity of cultivating her 
acquaintance; I do, however, hope 
I ſhall be allowed that indulgence 
whenever ſhe does reviſit this city. 
AI am not at a time of life to alarm 
any party. 

Miſs Thornby aſſured him ſhe 
would not fail paying her reſpects 
to him on every occaſion. 

Ma. ALEXANDER. 

Tt may not perhaps be amiſs to 
account for my - requeſt ; — that 
young gentleman's eyes are full of 
inquiſitive meaning. — 1 had an 
old friend, Madam, (addrefling 

I 3 Miſs 
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Miſs Thornby) whom you fo 
ſtrikingly reſemble, that I ſhould 
have challenged you for his 
daughter, if other circumſtances 
had correſponded, — the reſem- 
blance, nevertheleſs cannot fail to 
be dear to me; — and I ſhall eſ- 
-teem the performance of your pro- 
mile as a very fingular favour. 
Miſs Thornby did not chuſe to 
take a view of the place at that pe- 
riod, as her dreſs was rather unſuit- 
able. they therefore determined to 
ſurpriſe their relations by joining 
them at dinner the next day. 
Miſs Thornby almoſt fancied her- 
ſelf caſt in a new world, and amongſt . 


new ſet of beings ; every faculty 


, of 
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of her ſoul was not only drawn 
forth, but abundantly gratified with 
ſentiment and elegance: hat had 
The not loft by her former, what 
ſhoul4 ſhe not gain by her preſent 
connexions, was the. continual em- 
ployment of her private meditations. 
She had uncommon obligations to 
Mr. Forbes, for preparing her as it 
were for the happineſs the then en- 
joyed. Miſs Hinchinbrooke was 
the very woman calculated to pleaſe 
his taſte, and ſhe hoped one day to 
introduce them to each other. Mr. 
Hinchinbrooke, ſhe apprehended, 
would not be a great favourite with 


him, | unleſs his generoſity was as 


much ſuperior to every thing ſhe 
TW had 
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had found in Bampfield as his other 
qualifications; for her approbation 
of Mr. Hinchinbrooke could never 
be concealed from ſo nice an ob- 
ſerver. 


C HAP. XVIII. 


T H E Y. were received at Sir 

William 8 ſeat, with the 
moſt cordial affection, by the Ba- 
ronet and his Lady; but Mrs. Mid- 
dleton's benevolence was tempered 
with no inconſiderable degree of 
unkindneſs; and ſhe was evidently 
more inclined to dwell upon, nay 
aggravate, the idea of what might 
have happened, than to rejoice in 
l | the 
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the actual lightneſs of the accident. 
Six WILLIAM. 


My dear Madam, do give this 
matter due conſideration if it was 
giddy in theſe young folks to fly 
away by themſelves, was it not in- 
excuſable in us to promote their 
folly? My ſon I am fatisfied was 
proud of his charge, nor would any 
thing have been wanting on his 
part, to have ſecured them from 
danger; — but events are ſo far 
from being in our own power, 
that the moſt diligent are often 
the leaſt ſucceſsful] ; — . therefore, 
as it is impoſſible for us either to 
look into the human heart, or 


explore the motives of providence, 
1 0 it 
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it is highly unjuſt to condemn - 
the unfortunate or careſs the op- 
polite character, merely for being 
the one or the other; as we thereby 
frequently aggravate the miſery that 
is derived from the moſt worthy 
attempts, and ſwell the proſperity 
that deſerves our cenſure. - © 

Mas. MIDDLETON. 

I wonder, Sir William, that you 
who are a parent, ſo continually 
employ your eloquence in deſtroy- 
ing all ſenſe of duty. You con- 
fider youth as a plea for every im- 
propriety, and by the ſtrangeſt 
management on earth, transfer the 
blame from them to their older 
friends. 


S1R 
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Sis WILLIAM. 

You atterly miſapprehend me, 
Madam: ſo many years have in- 
deed elapſed ſince you and I were 
in our teens, that it may not be 
eaſy for us to recollect the incli- 
nations that then glowed in our 
hearts. The warmth of paſſion 
never fails to deprive us of our 
reaſon ; why then may not the 
warmth of youth ſilence its dic- 
tates. — Fancy at that ſeaſon is 
ſupreme judge and monitor; it 
ought therefore to be our buſineſs 
ſubtilely to blend a ray of our wiſ- 
dom for their occaſional regulation. 
Wiſdom is alone the offspring of 
— conſequently, unleſs we 

16 could 
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could be born old, wiſdom and 
the blooming cheek muſt be diſ- 
united. Are not theſe, my ſon 
and daughter, your very ſenti- 
ments? — And is it not from a 
proper inculcation of this incon- 
teſtable truth, that you ſo con- 
ſtantly ſubmit your judgment and 
actions to our correction? — Vou 
may and ought to be ſenſible of 
the flattering ſuggeſtions of fancy, 
but unencouraged or unconfirmed 
by our ſanction, do you ever ſuffer 
them to grow into practice? — 
This teſtimony of your merit you 
have an undoubted claim to, not- 
withſtanding I have the pleaſure 
to perceive you are above half in- 


clined 
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clined by your modeſty to diſclaim 
your pretenſions.— Oh, Mrs. Mid- 
dleton, take it from me upon 
proof, that the youthful heart is 
open to judicious conviction, and 
may be captivated by all lovely 
propriety; but the errors of riper 


years can only be ſubdued by that 
power that ſubdues our exiſtence. 


Mrs. Middleton, though in many 
reſpects a very good kind of wo- 
man, wWas by no means free from 
little abſurdities; amongſt the 


number of which was an uncon=- 


querable averſion to being called 


old. People, ſhe would obſerve, 
could not fail to remember they 
were not always fifteen, without 


ſuch 


” 
— . 
—w—_—_ : ns 


. = * _ 4 — * 8 0 
— & - . s* — . _ — + 5 —— ” — — — — 
8 4 — — „„ we — _— —— — —— . T — — * 1228325 
— - f 6, 


S 7 
I IE 7: 2 EIS - 
— 2 o — - — IS * ——U— — 
- y ＋ 7 — * 
= — — 


—— 


2066 Tus NIECE; Os, Tar 


ſuch an eternal clamor in their 
ears beat it communicated 4 
very dangerous leſſon to young 
minds, — a too great valuation of 
themſelves, — and a conſequential 
diſreſpect for all thoſe who hap- 
pened to be born before them. Sir 
William had therefore defeated his 
own purpoſe, by ſetting out with 
an oblique reflection on advanced 
years ; and his whole ſpeech was 
deſpiſed by her for the ſake of one or 
two mortify ing expreſſions. 

A pretty reaſonable matter, truly, 
thought Mrs. Middleton, that at 
my time of day I ſhould live only 
for my niece; — to watch the 
bent of her -inclination — culti- 


vate 
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vate her genius — and reſtrain her 
follies: — no, I ſhall indeed keep 
her out of harms way as much as 
poſſible, which I think is quite 


ſufficient ; — and as I ain ſenſi- 


4 


ble of the danger a handſome mar- 
riageable girl is hourly expoſed to, 
I will conſign Mrs. Sukey to Billy 
Hinchinbrook's care, who cannot 
be at a loſs how to manage a wife, 
when he has ſo happily learned, by 
bis father's account, to govern 
himſelf. 

It was Sir William Hinchin- 
brooke's rule to compaſſionate the 
foibles, and honor the virtues of his 
acquaintance: — over the one he 
would haſtily draw a friendly veil, 

| but 
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but would dwell on the other with 


a a benevolence peculiar to himſeif. 
Six WILLIAM. 


Mrs. Middleton, my dear, (to 
Lady Hinchinbrooke, when they 
were alone) is a good meaning, 
though on ſome occaſions misjudg- 
ing woman; — but how many 
individuals, like herſelf, paſs their 
days without once reflecting from 
whence the gift of exiſtence is 
derived, or to whence it muſt re- 
turn. — They literally fulfil the 
words of the Pſalmiſt, in a ſuſ- 
penſion of all their intellectual 
faculties ; — | their eyes, indeed, 
behold the revolutions of darkneſs 
| and light, their cars aye the per- 


cep tion 
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ception of noiſe and clamour, and 
their taſtes can diſtinguiſh between 
bitter and ſweet ; but with reſpect 
to the value of the bleſſings they 
enjoy, the duties they owe their 
ſpecies and themſelves, the wonders 
of the creation, and the aſtoniſhing 
operations of providence, they are 
not only blind but deaf and inſen- 
ſible. Mrs. Middleton takes the 
world as ſhe finds it ; — her father 
and mother provided for her to 
the utmoſt of their abilities, and 
having been taught to conſider 
matrimony as the common lot of 
all her ſex, except the whimſical 
and deformed, and moreover liking 
the man, ſhe readily accepted Mid- 

| dleton's 
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dleton's honeſt offer, to unite his 
intereſt and ſatisfactions with hers. 
He has ever proved himſelf a tender 
huſband and kind protector; con- 
ſequently adverſity or ill treatment 

have never awakened in her a ſenſe 
of gratitude for the happy reverſe; 
and when ſhe has diſcharged the 
leaſt eſſential offices of the ma- 
ternal character, ſhe will, for want 
of a better knowledge, take the 
merit of her child's felicity to her 
Own - prudence, and ſet the unfor- 
tunate part down to folly, want 
of diſcernment, or her evil ſtars. 
But let us not exult in our little 
ſuperiority. It has long been a 
practice with us to quicken our 


ſen- 


7 
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ſenſibility by reflection and obſer- 
vation, and enlarge our hearts by 
making ourſelves acquainted with 
our infirmities ; — but however 
' meritorious we may appear in our 
own fight, the work is by no 
means ours. Had we not been 
bleſſed with a happy turn of diſ- 
poſition ; had not our infancy been 
attended with innumerable ad- 
vantages ; had not our familiarity 
with the beſt authors, and the op- 
portunity of viewing a variety of 
ſcenes, contributed to render us 
what we are, how defective and 
confined our judgment and ſenti- 
ments might have proved? Even 
this very woman, whoſe facultics 


and: 
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and feelings are ſo obſcured. by 
diſuſe, under the ſame direction 
and management, might have out- 
. ſhone us in every perfection of 
humanity and benevolence ; — her 
foul has ſome valuable features ; 
and complete ſymmetry is incom- 
patible with our frail compoſition, 
Lady Hinchinbrooke entirely ſub- 
. ſcribed to this opinion; — but ſhe 
was indeed one of thofe few wives 
who honour their huſband's un- 


derſtandings; and as he, from ex- 
ceſſi ve partiality, imputed the chief 
lights in his character to her com- 
munication, ſo ſhe from the mot 
amiable humility, acknowledged 
only the ſhades in hers to be her 
on. | Young 
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Young Hinchinbrooke exerted | 
himſelf with ſo much ſucceſs in 
his endeavours to pleaſe Mails 
Thornby, that her whole heart 
became devoted to him. She had 
on a former occaſion been taken 
by the eye, but now her judg- 
ment was irrecoverably captivated. 
Whatever was the ſubject, Mr. 
Hinchinbrooke appeared perfectly 
maſter of it. Was it humanity, 
no picture on earth was ever more 
lovely. Was it honour, you com- 
prehended its every meaning from 
his deſcription. Was it juſtice, 
the golden age was revived in your 
imagination. Was it friendſhip, - 
you inſenſibly caught the flame. 

Ml Was 


214 Tue NIECE 3 Ox, THE 


Was it life, the moving landſcape 
inſtantly danced before your fight. 
Was it love, its moſt delicate and 


conſtant votaries can alone have an 


idea of the ſentiments he would in- 
ſpire. 

Mr. Hinchinbrooke had too well 
ſtudied Miſs Thornby's counte- 
nance not to diſcover its various 


operations, in converſing with any 


other perſon than himſelf; open- 


neſs and ſincerity were at all times 
conſpicuous, — but if he by acci- 
dent happened to addreſs her, a 
ſweet confuſion immediately was 
the conſequence; — ſhe bluſhed, 
ſhe heſitated, and if poſſible removed 
herſelf in a ſhort period to a diſtant 

555 
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ſeat, or was loſt in the crowd when 
they frequented the public walks. 
They made frequent excurſions: 
to Bath, in all of which they were 
moſt politely and elegantly enter- 
tained by Mr, Alexander, who en- 
couraged Mr. Hinchinbrooke not 
a little, by aſſuring him, it was 
evident he had too ſtrong an 
advocate in Miſs Thoraby's breaſt, 
to deſpair of obtaining her hand in 
Cue ſeaſon ; — but during her whole 
continuance in the country, he had 
neyer made a formal declaration of 
his paſſion. His actions, his voice, 
his features, were beyond meaſure 
intelligent; — but ſo long as he 
forebore the literal profeſſion, Miſs 
Thornby's 
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Thornby's ſecret was fafe, and all 
parties in the higheſt good hu- 
mour. | 

| Miſs Thornby was ſo alarmed at 
the ſtate of her own heart, that ſhe 
was for ever reſolving to avoid every 
opportunity of feeding the too 
conſcious and dangerous inclina- 
tion. — She would reſtraia her 
eyes from contemplating his agree- 
able figure; ſhe would no longer 
imbibe the ſoft poifon of his con- 
verſation, nor indulge her recol- 
lection in a thouſand inſtances of 
his politeneſs, filial duty, and ten- 
derneſs. — But how was all this 
to be effected ? he was for ever at 


her elbow ; no party of pleaſure 


Was 
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was concerted, but the hint was 
derived from him, — nor carried 
into execution without his partici- 
pation. If they went to a ball, he 
was not only her partner, but beſt 
protector; — nothing muſt incom- 
mode either her mind or body; — 
ſhe was not born in his opinion to 
ſuſtain the minuteſt inconvenience : 
ſhe had ſeen the- uniformity of his 
generoſity, - his good breeding and 
humanity : — but how would he 
brook the ſtroke of diſappointment : 
and mult that engaging countenance 
be deprived of all its graces ; — but 
ſhe was ever premature in her ap- 
prehenſions, and had frequently an- 

. ticipated 
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ticipated evils that were not intended 


to reach her. 


A card of compliments arrived 
from Mr. Alexander, requeſting 
the favour of his young friends 
company. to dinner, as he was in 
expectation of another favourite to 


make the party compleat. 


Mr. Hinchinbrooke was delighted 
with this invitation pus indeed he 
was with every means of eſcaping 
Mrs. Middleton's preſence, whom 
he was unable to approve, from 
conceiving her deficient both in 
kindneſs and affection towards her 


amiable niece, 


A glad 
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A glad heart, fays the wiſe man, 
maketh a glad countenance ; —Mr. 
Hinchinbrooke's this day over- 


flowed with happineſs, — and never 


did vivacity or gallantry appear to 


greater advantage, than in the mo- 
ment of his offering his hand to 
conduct Miſs Thornby to the 

coach. | 
In company with thoſe we love, 
even filence is delightful ; this fe- 
licity they had enjoyed-in its com- 
pleateſt ſenſ2 for one half mile of 
their little journey, when Mr. Hin- 
chinbrooke at length gave his re- 
flections utterance ; he ſpoke very 
freely, though remotely, on his hopes 
and wiſhes ; expatiated on the hap- 
K 2 pineſs 
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pineſs of an union, preceded by the 
| mutual approbation of relations, 
and threw out ſome genteel inti- 
m ations of the encouragement he 
had received from Mr. and Mrs. 
Middleton. | 
Miſs Thornby was in reality far 
from a trifler, but ſo peculiarly cir- 
cumſtanced, ſhe found herſelf re- 
duced to the neceſſity of practiſing 
ſome little arts to avoid being too. 
explicit; and as the converſation 
became more and more intereſting, 
ſhe looked on their arrival at Mr. 
Alexander's as a very reaſonable re- 
lief.. - | 
Mr. Alexander received them in 
a moſt agreeable manner. I have 


a friend, 
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a friend, obſerved Mr. Alexander, 
that I hope to preſent to you within 
this hoar, that is the neareſt and 
deareſt to my heart, notwithſtand- 
ing his youth may ſeem an impe- 
diment of all my connexions: his 
father and I were intimate from our 
cradles, and this boy ſeemed our 
common offspring, until his father, 
by entering into a ſecond marriage, 
made him all my own ; he has a 
million of excellent qualifications, 
but if he does not improve the ac- 
quaintance I ſhall this day intro- 
| duce him to, I ſhall begin to ſuſ- 
pect him of fallibility as well as 
his neighbours, 
At this inſtant the poſt arrived, 
K 3 and 
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and Mr. Alexander had the morti- 
fication to find his intentions fruſ- 
trated, by receiving information 
_ that ſome. unforeſeen buſineſs would 
not permit the young gentleman to 

fulfil his engagement. 
Diſappointments in general but 
little affect me, added Mr. Alex- 
ander, ſmiling. Cuſtom and the 
_ conviction of the folly of ſuffering 
myſelf to be diſcompoſed by the 
inevitable lot of my exiſtence ex- 
tracting the ſting — yet I own my 
heart is ſo childiſh on this occaſion, 

that I had promiſed myſelf ſuch 
extraordinary ſatisfaction, that I am 
unable to ſuppreſs my chagrin. The 
condolence .of theſe ladies muſt, 
however, 
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however, be irreſiſtably ſoothing, 
and we will ſeek that amuſement 
at a concert this incident has de- 
prived us of at home. | 
Mr. Hinchinbrooke and the ladies 
ſaid many agreeable things, and they 
returned to Sir William's extremely 
ſatisfied with their entertainment. 


* 
— —— — — 
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C HAP. XIX. 


B E N, by his miſtteſs's indul- 
gence, had now been an eye- 
witneſs, for near three weeks, 
to Mr. Hinchinbrooke's growing 
attachment to Miſs Thornby; and 
as his intereſt was in no degree 


K 4 con- 
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connected with that young gen- 
tleman's, he began at laſt to wiſh 
himſelf in town, in order to ſtrike 


ſome maſterly ſtroke in his own 
favour. 


| 3 
1 think , miſtreſs, it is high time 
to beſtow ſome conſideration on | 
poor maſter; it is true he has one of 
the prettieſt companions in the 
univerſe to amuſe his leiſure hours ; 
but I was his right hand, you know, 
. conſequently I muſt be greatly 
miſled. 
Mrs. Middleton extolled Ben's 
wiſdom ; he is the faithfulleſt and 
- moſt affectionate of creatures, and 


loves his maſter as he loves his 
life. | 


Mxs. 
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Mas. MIDDLETON. 


Do, Ben, ſet off to-morrow, and 


be ſure to relate whatever you have 
picked up that can divert Mr. Mid- 
dleton ; but I charge you, avoid 
entering on any unpleaſing ſubject. 


A ſhyneſs had for ſome time ſub- 


ſiſted between Ben and Mats 


Thornby ; — ſhe conſidered him as 


a baſe agent of Bampfield's, whilſt 
he beheld her with ſullen diſcon- 


tent: — if ſhe had poſſeſſed leſs 


perverſeneſs, he would ſay to him- 
ſelf, I had by this time been 
_ dubbed gentleman ; — but it may 
not yet be too late. 
>. WEN: 
So miſtreſs, (as he got into 


* 


K 5 c * 
-paiſe). 


>, 
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chaiſe) you have no particular com- 
mands for any one betwixt this and 
London ; — you have quite forgot 
Mr. Forbes, Miſs Polly's admirer. 


Mas. MIDDLETON. 

That's true, Ben, you may ſtop 
one day there if you like it, and 
make our beſt compliments, — 
Away drove Ben. 

Miſs Thornby felt herſelf re- 
lieved from a difagreeable reſtraint 
by his departure, yet dreaded the 
conſequence of his reports and in- 
ſtigations with Mr. Bampfield; 
but ſhe had too many ways for 
pleaſing diſſipation to ſuffer her ap- 
prehenſions to be very troubleſome. 

Ben was not naturally of a mer- 

ciful 
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ciful diſpoſition ; no wonder there- 
fore, when he conceived his intereſt 
was at ſtake, that he did not ſcruple 
to harraſs the poor beaſt almoſt 


out of its life, in order to give him- 


ſelf a day extraordinary at Mr. 
Forbes's. 

Mr. Forbes's patience had been 
ſeverely exerciſed during Ben's 
continuance at Bath; nor had he 
failed riding many miles on the 
road that led to that city, every 
morning in hopes of meeting him, 
and but ill-brooked his repeated 
diſappointments. He was at laſt 
ſo far tired out, that he came to 
a reſolution, to neglect his own 
affairs, rather than endure ſuch 

K cruel 


228 Tae NIECE; Os, THE 


cruel ſuſpence, and would actually 
have taken a journey into Somerſet- 
ſhire, if the ſudden and dangerous 
üllneſs of his friend Mr. Jacomb 
had not prevented him; — and 
before he was ſo far recovered as to 
diſpenſe with his attendance, Ben's 
arrival checked the execution of his 

deſign. | 
Mr. Forbes overwhelmed Ben 
with civilities; the ſatisfaction of 
+ ſeeing him when he was leaſt ex- 
pected, redoubling the value of his 
; SO + | 

Ben, though cloſely interrogated, 
was too ſhrewd to let any thing 
flip that he thought would retard 
Mr. Forbes's purſuit, conſequently 

not 
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not a word of Mr. Hinchinbrooke 
fell from his lips. — No, thought 
he, one rival is ſufficiently formid= 
able, and I ſhall not aggravate at 
beſt an unfavourable proſpect. 

Mr. Forbes was equally on his 
guard, and only hinted in general 
terms, that Bampfield did not de- 
ſerve the approbation of ſuch a 
lady, — and that he knew a gentle= 
man of fortune that would think 
himſelf the happieſt of mortals, if 
he could by any means recommend 
himſelf to her favour. 

Ben ſimpered, ſhuffled on his ſeat, 
and wiſhed he was but acquainted 
with him; as it was in his power, 
if all things were right,, to prove 

him - 
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himſelf an uſeful friend : — then, 
looking earneſtly in Mr. Forbes's 
face, he exclaimed, Ah, Sir! if it 
was but yourſelf, how cleverly 


might we now lay our heads toge- 
ther. | 


This did the buſineſs : — Mr. 
Forbes was totally unable to reſiſt 
ſo flattering a bait. 

Mz. FORBES. 

I will not deceive you, Ben, and 
ſhould plead but aukwardly in the 
ſecond perſon. — Miſs Thornby is 
the object of my tendereſt affec- 
tions; and if you can but point 
out a practicable method for my 
ſupplanting Bampfield, your reward 
ſhall equal your with, 1 promiſe 
you. BEN, 
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I hope, Sir, (collecting all the 
ſycophant into his aſpect) you do 
not take me for a mercenary 
wretch ? Miſs Thornby is a fine 
young Lady ; I have known her 
from her infancy, and have a 
kind of natural affection for her _ 
and many's the weary ſtep I have 
taken to ſerve her, without the leaſt 
proſpect or view of a ſhilling : ſo 
maſter, (begging your pardon) but 
that is my favourite word, if you 
can but once make it appear to me, 
that to deliver her from Bampfield's 
graſp, who, by the way, is too great 


a coxcomb to love any one but him- 


ſelf ; and to promote your intereſt 
will 
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will conduce to her happineſs or 
advantage — you may command 
me. I will not mention my abi- 
lities, though to undertake and ac- 
compliſh is with me pretty much 


the ſame thing. 

Mr. Forbes, on ſo fair an op- 
portunity, could not avoid offering 
ſome little incenſe to the viſible 


- deity of Ben's heart, alias vanity;— 


but there was an inviſible one that 
required more ſubſtantial homage ; 
he however managed each point 
with ſo much judgment, and fo 
gratefully were his adorations and 
facrifices accepted, that he received 

a promiſe of obtaining all he de- 

| fared. 2 | 

| "Ban 
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Ben having been nobly entertained 
for two whole days, he once more 
renewed his journeying ; and was 
- conſtituted plenipotentiary by Mr. 
F orbes, who had no ſmall confi- 
dence in his talents and application, 

and reſolved to ſpare no expence to 
enlarge and quicken them to the 
utmoſt. 

But foreſight happened not to be 
amongſt the number of Mr. Ben- 
Jamin's endowments ; or he would 
have haſtened home time enough 
to have averted an ugly incident, 
that only the very evening before 
he reached his maſters, had undone 
all his glorious ſchemes ; the mat- 
ter was this: p 


Mrs. 


1 
: 
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Mrs. Betty took it in her head 
to be outrageouſly offended with 


both Miſs Thornby and Ben for 
ſtealing away, as ſhe called it, with- 


out once remembering there was 
ſuch a perſon as herſelf in exiſtence. 
She was ſenſible indeed that ſhe was 
ſuffered not to come to town till after 


Mrs. Middleton's departure, merely 
becauſe that Lady's nerves were too 
tender to ſupport the ſhock of 
parting with her Polly ; but there 
might have been ſome notice taken, 


if not perſonally, yet by letter;—and 


ſhe did not underſtand what people 

meant by forgetting paſt ſervices. 
Bampfield was no leſs a male- 

content than Mrs. Betty, though 
| from 
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from a different cauſe; — the re- 
collection of the cloſet adventure en- 
raged him ſo exceedingly, that he 
frequently vowed never to beſtow 
another thought on Miſs Thornby. 
But a moment's reflection convinc- 
ed him of the folly of a reſolution 
that would only encreaſe his tor- 
ments, and perhaps was the very 
thing ſhe wiſhed. He then con- 
ceived the bright idea of branding 
her with the moſt infamous aſ- 
perſions, and leaving her to be 
worried out of her life by the 
undue ſeverity and reproaches of 
her violent relations ; — but ſtill 


the gratification was a foreign one, 
nor could he ſubſcribe to any re- 
vengeful 


236 Tn NIECE; Os, Tar 


vengeful ſuggeſtion that was un- 
connected with his having her in 
his poſſeſſion. | 
For the firſt week or ten days 
he only vented his ſpleen in ran- 
dom ſtrokes; but as Mrs. Betty 
' and him were'under the ſame roof, 
they naturally enough began, by 
degrees, to communicate their 
diſſatisfactions, and to irritate each 
other's reſentment. 
The dread of not ſucceeding re- 
ſtrained them for ſome time from 
all attempts; — but having viſited 
| Miſs Corbet one afternoon, and 
being particularly diſguſted with her 
playfulneſs and vanity, he deter- 
mined to join intereſt with Betty, 
and make the moſt of it. It 
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It was previouſly ſettled between 
them, that if Bampfield carried his 
point with Mr. Middleton, Betty 
was to receivea hundred pounds for 
her aſſiſtance; and in caſe of non- 
ſucceſs, and his returning to Miſs 
Corbet, was to be accommodated 
with fifty, to recommend Betty as 
an help-mate to a young carpenter, 
who had lately beheld her with 
partiality z — for as to all future 
connection with Ben, ſhe vithely: 
diſclaimed it. 

Theſe preliminaries adjuſted, thi 
had nothing to do but begin the 


attack ; — but they were many | 


times ſtartled by the hazard and 


difficulty of the enterprize from 


carry- 
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carrying it into execution; — nor 
had they worked themſelves to a 
due pitch of villanous confidence, 
till the evening preceding Ben's 
return. 

Mr. Middleton had accuſtomed 
himſelf, during his wife's abſence, 
to ſmoke his pipe in a little room 
adjoining to the nurſery. 

Mrs. Betty this evening, for the 


firſt time, affected a wonderful 


deſire for her maſter's breaking 
through this cuſtom, and ſhe offi- 
ciouſly brought his pipe and to- 
bacco into the parlour, ſaying, 
this room, Sir, 1s better aired than 
that up ſtairs, which has been 
cleaned this very morning, and 


perhaps 


„ 


th 
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perhaps you may take cold. —I 
„Vonder this chimney corner ſhould 
not be as agreeable to you as 
s another. 


Mr. Middleton felt himſelf a 
d little inquiſitive reſpecting Mrs. 
Betty's motive for this extraordi- 
nary conduct. Some ſweet- heart in 
the caſe, thought he; — but I will 
detect the fly huſſy, by appearing 
ſatisfied with her propoſal for a 
quarter of an hour or ſo; — when 
I will change my ſituation, and truſt 


to chance for the reſt. 


This was the very reſolution they 
withed to inſpire him with ; and 
* they remained perfectly ſilent, until 
they 
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they were convinced he was ju— 
diciouſly poſted to receive the in- 
formation they had prepared for 
his car. 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME, 
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